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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KENTUCKY CIVIL 
RIGHTS ACT OF 1966 AND COM-
MENDING THE KENTUCKY COM-
MISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of the Ken-
tucky Civil Rights Act of 1966, signed into law 
by Kentucky Governor Edward T. Breathitt on 
January 27, 1966. This pioneering legislation 
prohibited discrimination in employment and 
public accommodations based on race, color, 
national origin or religion, and I commend the 
Kentucky Commission on Human Rights for its 
steadfast work in enforcing it. 

Prior to passage of this measure, discrimi-
nation and segregation in employment and 
public accommodations was not only accepted 
as the norm in Kentucky, it was often required 
by state law. Countless Kentucky citizens from 
all walks of life bravely fought and patiently 
worked to achieve passage of the law, over-
coming seemingly insurmountable obstacles 
and countless setbacks. 

Through their hard work, Kentucky became 
the first state south of the Mason-Dixon Line 
to enact civil rights legislation that not only 
prohibited discrimination in employment and 
public accommodations, but also included ad-
ministrative and judicial enforcement powers. 
At the time of its passage, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. proclaimed the Kentucky Civil Rights 
Act of 1966 to be ‘‘. . . the strongest and 
most comprehensive civil rights bill passed by 
a southern state,’’ and it rightly became a 
model for other states to enact legislation of 
their own. 

Since then, the Commission successfully 
expanded the law to prohibit discrimination in 
employment, public accommodations, housing, 
and credit transactions based on race, color, 
national origin, religion, age, sex, familial sta-
tus, disability and smoking status. And in the 
50 years since the passage of the Kentucky 
Civil Rights Act, the Kentucky Commission on 
Human Rights has filed, investigated, and ad-
judicated more than eleven thousand com-
plaints on discrimination on behalf of the citi-
zens of Kentucky. 

Today, I want to commend the Kentucky 
Commission on Human Rights for their dedi-
cation to upholding this landmark legislation 
for the last 50 years, and thank them for their 
tireless efforts to defeat discrimination 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

HONORING JEROME BLUM AND 
THE JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF 
THE USA 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Jewish War Veterans of the USA 
and their National Commander, Jerome 
‘‘Jerry’’ Blum. Mr. Blum paid his official visit to 
the JWV Florida Department on Sunday, Jan-
uary 24th in Deerfield Beach. 

For 85 years, the Jewish War Veterans has 
ensured that the rich history of Jewish Ameri-
cans’ service in our Armed Forces is not over-
looked. In fact, over half a million Jewish 
Americans have served in major conflicts 
since World War II. This organization is unique 
in its efforts to combat bigotry and anti-Semi-
tism while remaining inclusive of all veterans, 
regardless of race, religion, or ethnicity. 

Jerry Blum’s tenure as National Commander 
follows his honorable military service and long-
standing involvement with the Jewish War Vet-
erans. His past positions with the organization 
include Post Commander, Department Com-
mander, and Department Quartermaster. He 
also publishes the Department of Connecti-
cut’s newsletter, The Shout Out. He is a mem-
ber of many other veteran service organiza-
tions and has served as President of his syna-
gogue. Outside the JWV, he and his wife are 
involved with Relay for Life and its efforts to 
raise funds for the American Cancer Society. 

I am proud to honor Jerry Blum, the Jewish 
War Veterans of America, and all the men and 
women who have defended our Nation 
through service in our armed forces. The debt 
we owe our veterans and those who selflessly 
serve them is immeasurable, and we must al-
ways strive to be a nation worthy of their he-
roic sacrifice. 

f 

HONORING MATTHEW MCCLINTOCK 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Sergeant First Class Matthew McClintock—a 
dedicated husband, father, soldier, patriot and 
hero—who was killed last month while serving 
his country in Afghanistan. 

Matthew was born and raised in Albu-
querque, New Mexico. He graduated from El-
dorado High School in 2004 and spent two 
years at the University of New Mexico before 
joining the Army in 2006. After completing his 
training, he was assigned to the 1st Cavalry 
Division and deployed to Iraq in 2007. Mat-
thew demonstrated that he was an exceptional 
soldier, and in May, 2009 he was selected for 
training in the U.S. Army Special Forces 

School. In November 2010, he was assigned 
to 1st Special Forces Group, at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Washington and deployed to 
Afghanistan from August 2012 to May 2013. 

Following his second tour, Matthew left ac-
tive duty and joined the Washington Army Na-
tional Guard in December 2014 where he 
served as a Special Forces engineer sergeant. 
This past July, Matthew deployed to Afghani-
stan as a member of the Washington Army 
National Guard’s Alpha Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 19th Group. Despite having already 
served his country twice overseas, Matthew 
was eager to put on his uniform again and 
serve a third tour. 

On January 5, 2016, Matthew was killed 
during an hours-long battle near the city of 
Marjah, in the southern Helmand province. 
Matthew and his fellow Green Berets were on 
a mission advising their Afghan counterparts 
during the battle, where two of Matthew’s 
comrades were also injured. In total, since 
joining the Army, Matthew has been awarded 
four Army commendation medals, the Combat 
Infantryman Badge, and now the Purple Heart. 

In addition to his bravery on the field of bat-
tle, Matthew was also a loving, devoted and 
adoring husband and father. Matthew and his 
wife Alexandra married on Christmas Eve 
2012 and this past October, Matthew returned 
home to Tacoma, Washington in time for the 
birth of his first child, a beautiful boy named 
DecIan. After only a few weeks home, Mat-
thew returned to his unit in Afghanistan. 

Following Matthew’s death, Major General 
Bret Daugherty, commander of the Wash-
ington Guard, said, ‘‘Staff Sergeant McClintock 
was one of the best of the best. He was a 
Green Beret who sacrificed time away from 
his loved ones to train for and carry out these 
dangerous missions. This is a tough loss for 
our organization.’’ Matthew’s wife Alexandra 
added, ‘‘Matthew’s greatest wish was to be a 
father, a husband and a Green Beret. He got 
to do all of those things in his too short life. 
Declan will grow up knowing his father was 
the greatest man I’ve ever dreamed to know 
and a hero.’’ 

Matthew sacrificed his life overseas to pre-
serve the freedom and liberty of millions of 
Americans. He fought to create a richer and 
safer life for his wife, his son and his fellow 
Americans. Matthew represents the very best 
of our country and his enduring legacy of serv-
ice and sacrifice will remain a lasting inspira-
tion for future generations. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY LIFE OF JUDGE GEORGE 
CARROLL 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the extraordinary life of Judge 
George Carroll, a prominent civic leader in 
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California’s 11th Congressional District and 
Richmond’s first African American lawyer, city 
councilmember and mayor. Judge Carroll died 
January 14, 2016 at age 94. 

Mr. Carroll was born into humble beginnings 
in Brooklyn, New York. His mother died when 
he was five, and he was raised by his sister 
Ruth who encouraged him to pursue a higher 
education. After serving in the Army, he suc-
cessfully graduated from college and earned 
his degree in New York on the G.I. Bill. After 
his graduation, he worked at the District Attor-
ney’s Office in Kings County, New York, for 
five years before moving to private practice. In 
1952 he moved to the San Francisco Bay 
Area, finally settling in Richmond in 1954, 
where he opened his private practice and be-
came an active community member. 

Mr. Carroll is widely acknowledged as the 
first African American lawyer in Richmond, 
California and was the first African American 
elected to its city council in 1961. In 1964, Mr. 
Carroll made history as the first African Amer-
ican elected Mayor of Richmond, and is 
thought to be the first African American mayor 
of any large American city since Reconstruc-
tion. He fought against discrimination and 
broke down barriers for African Americans to 
go to law school and to practice law in the 
Bay Area. George Carroll became the first 
black judge in Contra Costa when he was ap-
pointed to the Bay Municipal Court by Gov-
ernor Pat Brown in 1965. He served as a 
judge in West County until his retirement from 
the bench in 1982. During his service, Judge 
Carroll declined a promotion to the Superior 
Court in order to continue to work in Rich-
mond. He was admired in the community as a 
leader, role model, and mentor to many. The 
Richmond Courthouse and a park in the Point 
Richmond District are fitting tributes to Judge 
Carroll. We are grateful for his myriad accom-
plishments and for the countless contributions 
he made to our local community. 

I send my deepest condolences to his fam-
ily, friends, and loved ones. Judge Carroll 
made an indelible impression on all of us. He 
will be missed. 

f 

HONORING JEFFREY A. BEEN OF 
THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the career of Louisville resident Jef-
frey A. Been as he retires after 24 years of 
service at the Legal Aid Society in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Named Executive Director at the Legal Aid 
Society in 2005, Jeff’s legacy at the helm of 
this important organization includes leading 
the fight to maintain funding for legal services 
for the poor during the Great Recession, build-
ing relationships with community partners to 
ensure that our city’s most disadvantaged 
neighbors have access to the courts and other 
supportive services, and expanding program-
ming for homeowners, domestic violence vic-
tims, and veterans. In his time at the organiza-
tion, he also created innovative technology 
tools to help facilitate greater access to our 
justice system for all. 

Jeff served as Associate Director of the 
Legal Aid Society from 2000–2005 and as 
Project Director of the organization’s HIV/AIDS 
Legal Project from 1992–2000. Prior to his 
work at Legal Aid in Louisville, Jeff served as 
a prosecutor, judicial law clerk, staff attorney 
for the U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit, 
and on the faculty at the Indiana School of 
Law. Jeff also founded the HIV/AIDS Legal 
Project of Indiana, one of the first programs in 
the nation to provide free legal services to 
people living with HIV disease. 

He is also the recipient of several awards 
for his professional service, including the Uni-
versity of Louisville Brandeis School of Law 
Dean’s Service Award, the Louisville Bar As-
sociation’s Justice Martin E. Johnstone Spe-
cial Recognition Award, and the Kentucky Bar 
Association’s Donated Legal Service Award. 

On behalf of the people of Kentucky’s Third 
Congressional District and the City of Louis-
ville, I extend my best wishes to Jeff as he be-
gins a much deserved retirement. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL SCHOOL 
CHOICE WEEK 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of National School Choice Week, 
celebrating choice in education across all fifty 
states. 

Every January, National School Choice 
Week shines a positive light on effective, per-
sonal education options for every child and 
consists of 157 scheduled events occurring in 
communities across Iowa. National School 
Choice Week celebrates the different K–12 
options and learning styles available to par-
ents and students, and the importance to find 
the right individual fit for each child. Every stu-
dent’s needs are unique—and a one-size-fits 
all education model is not beneficial to our 
children. 

A quality education is imperative for the suc-
cess of future generations and our country, 
and National School Choice Week highlights 
the multitude of options available today: char-
ter, magnet, public, and private schools, as 
well as homeschooling. I commend the charter 
and private schools operating in the First Dis-
trict and I believe school choice is an impor-
tant policy which can lead to better student 
outcomes. 

Today’s students cannot become tomor-
row’s leaders without a vibrant education. I will 
continue to advocate for the best options for 
parents, students, teachers, and administra-
tors to ensure the success of our children. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD 
J. ‘‘STRETCH’’ McGRATH, JR. 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Richard J. McGrath, Jr., 
who passed away on Saturday January 23, 
2016. Richard was born September 26, 1958, 

in Warren, Ohio. The son of Richard and Anna 
Krysko McGrath, Sr., Richard was employed 
with the Trumbull County Sheriff’s Office for 
25 years, where he was a Deputy Sheriff. He 
was also a School Resource Officer at Trum-
bull Career and Technical Center. Always 
proud to serve his community Richard was 
serving as the President of the Trumbull 
County Deputies Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge #137, a member of the Crime Clinic of 
Greater Youngstown and a former member of 
the Youngstown Model Railroad Association. 
His passions included woodworking and play-
ing music on the keyboard. He loved his fam-
ily, and all of his pets. 

Richard will be deeply missed by his family, 
friends, and community. He leaves behind his 
parents, of Warren; his wife, Leslie Faustino- 
McGrath of Liberty; his children, Ryan (Chris) 
McGrath, Amy (Dave) McGrath, Megan (Tori) 
McGrath, all of Warren; Jaryd Faustino of Gi-
rard and Casey Faustino-Carpenter, (Zac), of 
Norfolk, VA; his granddaughter Avalenna 
Faustino and his sister Pat (Dave) Batzdorf, of 
Candia, NH, as well as numerous family and 
friends. 

Losses like this are never easy, but we can 
take solace in the fact that Richard left behind 
a legacy of love and community service that 
we can hope to carry on. Our community is in-
debted to his years of selfless service. 

f 

CELEBRATING B.I. MOODY’S 90TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 90th birthday of Braxton 
Isham Moody, or B.I. as we call him in Cajun 
Country. B.I. was born in the small town of 
Eunice in Southwest Louisiana on February 4, 
1926. He graduated from Rayne High School 
in 1942 and enlisted in the United States 
Navy, where he served aboard the USS Ran-
dolph in the Pacific theater. After the war, B.I. 
graduated from Southwestern Louisiana Insti-
tute, now the University of Louisiana at Lafay-
ette, in 1949. 

B.I.’s keen business sense led him on many 
successful ventures, founding the public ac-
counting firm Moody, Broussard, Poche, and 
Guidry in Crowley, and serving as President 
and CEO of national restaurant group Chart 
House Inc., and as Chairman of the Board of 
First National Bank of Lafayette. Today, the 
University of Lafayette has named the College 
of Business Administration in B.I.’s honor 
thanks to his business success and his heart 
for the future of South Louisiana. 

I know B.I. as a pillar of our community, 
someone who worked hard to build successful 
businesses but never forgot where he came 
from. B.I. has always been generous with his 
time and resources to help others succeed, 
and to help build a better state of Louisiana. 
As B.I. celebrates 90 years, I ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in recognizing 
him for his many contributions to our country 
and wishing him many years of health and 
happiness to come. 
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HONORING THE NATIONAL ASSO-

CIATION OF STATE DEPART-
MENTS OF AGRICULTURE ON 
THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 100th anniversary of the National 
Association of State Departments of Agri-
culture (NASDA). NASDA is a non-profit, non- 
partisan organization which represents the 
commissioners, secretaries, and directors of 
agriculture from all fifty states and four U.S. 
territories. The State departments of agri-
culture have served not only the farmers and 
ranchers of America, but also American con-
sumers for a significant portion of our nation’s 
history. 

NASDA is a highly effective association 
which serves to grow and enhance agriculture 
by forging partnerships and creating con-
sensus to achieve sound policy outcomes be-
tween state departments of agriculture, the 
federal government, and stakeholders. These 
partnerships are apparent in the halls of al-
most every office building in the District of Co-
lumbia. I rely on the hard-working men and 
women in the Texas Department of Agriculture 
to provide me with perspectives on how fed-
eral policy is impacting boots on the ground 
agriculture. I’m sure my colleagues rely on 
their state department of agriculture in similar 
ways. 

NASDA is an active partner with the United 
States Department of Agriculture through a 
longstanding cooperative agreement to employ 
a nationwide network of enumerators in sup-
port of the mission of the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS). The data collected 
through this partnership informs a broad spec-
trum of legislative and regulatory initiatives, in-
cluding farm programs under the jurisdiction of 
the Committee on Agriculture which I have the 
honor to chair. 

NASDA and its members likewise play a 
critical role informing Congress and the execu-
tive branch regarding the operation of federal 
and state programs covering everything from 
animal and plant health, food safety and mar-
keting, nutrition, and literally hundreds of other 
consumer services. 

NASDA exists to amplify the unique voice of 
all state departments of agriculture. NASDA 
members are able to amplify their national 
voice by achieving consensus on otherwise 
contentious issues such as threatened and en-
dangered species, agriculture labor, and water 
quality. 

Mr. Speaker, I join the members and stake-
holders of NASDA in celebrating their 100th 
year of advocating for American agriculture. I 
wish NASDA many more years of public serv-
ice to American agriculture at the critical 
nexus of state and federal policy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I rise in 

honor of Black History Month and its 2016 
theme—Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African 
American Memories. This year’s theme re-
flects on locations across the United States 
that are remembered for the important role 
each has played in pursuit of civil rights and 
justice. 

As Americans, it is important that we honor 
and celebrate our nation’s greatest advocates 
for freedom and equal rights for all. During this 
month and always, we pay tribute to the he-
roes of American history as we recall the tre-
mendous sacrifice and the immense struggle 
of those who fought, and continue to fight, for 
equality, and the remarkable impact their con-
tributions have had in shaping our great na-
tion. 

From generation to generation, from those 
who have experienced or witnessed events 
that have led to change to the young children 
who listen to stories of their grandparents or 
the lessons taught in school, locations, much 
like the names of those who have toiled in 
hopes of a better society, are forever 
engrained in the hearts and minds of the 
American people. From the birthplaces of our 
greatest African American leaders to stops 
along the Underground Railroad, from sites of 
tragic events that brought about change to the 
churches that have inspired hope among com-
munities for generations, each is a reminder of 
the past and the progress we have made, 
while recognizing there is much more work to 
be done. 

As a lifelong resident of Northwest Indiana, 
born and raised in Gary, Indiana, I had the op-
portunity to witness a truly historic moment. In 
November 1967, residents of Gary went to the 
polls and elected Richard Gordon Hatcher, a 
civil rights leader who spoke alongside Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., mayor of the city. His 
election, along with the election of Carl Burton 
Stokes of Cleveland, Ohio, marked the first 
time in our nation’s history that American cities 
with more than 100,000 residents would be 
led by African American mayors. In January 
1968, Mayor Hatcher was sworn into office, a 
position in which he proudly served for the 
next twenty years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in celebrating 
Black History Month and honoring those who 
persevered in the name of equality and social 
justice. As we reflect on the many historic 
sites throughout America that have played 
such a critical role in changing our nation’s 
landscape, let us never forget the struggle of 
our predecessors while continuing the pursuit 
of the betterment of society for all. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF NORTHWEST 
FLORIDA’S BELOVED CHIEF 
JIMMY CAGLE OF BERRYDALE 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor the life and dedicated service of 
Chief Jimmy Cagle of Berrydale, Florida who 
died on January 24, 2016. Chief Cagle was a 
patriot, committed community leader, and de-
voted family man, and Northwest Florida 
mourns his passing. 

For more than two decades, Chief Cagle 
served our Nation honorably in the United 
States Navy as a boiler tender and firefighter. 
Following his military service, Chief Cagle con-
tinued his service to his local community and 
joined the Berrydale Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, where he served as Chief for 25 years. 
Under his steadfast leadership, the residents 
of the Berrydale community slept soundly, 
knowing that they are under the watchful eye 
of the Berrydale Volunteer Fire Department. 

Through his service, Chief Cagle became a 
staple in Northwest Florida. Those who knew 
him best can truly attest to his selflessness 
and compassion. He will be remembered for 
devotion to the Berrydale community and fire 
department, which was rivaled only by his love 
for his family. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
am honored to recognize the life of Chief 
Jimmy Cagle. My wife Vicki and I extend our 
heartfelt prayers and deepest condolences to 
his wife of 25 years, Debbie; daughter, Conda 
and her husband, Randy Sasser; son, Jim; 
grandchildren, Kassie and her husband, Matt 
DiMase, Lt. Josh Sasser and his wife, Katie, 
Chelsea and her husband, Staff Sgt. Cody 
Belcher, and Kaitlyn, Brianna, and Cody Pugh; 
great-grandchildren: Reece, Kolby, Kennedy, 
Landon, Mattingly, and Macelynn; and the en-
tire Cagle and fire department families. 

f 

HONORING MR. RONALD V. 
DELLUMS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Mr. Ronald V. Dellums on the occasion of his 
80th birthday. Mr. Dellums has had an incred-
ible career in public service, advocating for 
change and reform in many areas of govern-
ment affairs. 

A proud Oakland native. Ron attended both 
McClymonds and Oakland Technical High 
School, and went on to graduate from San 
Francisco State University after serving for two 
years in the United States Marine Corps. He 
later obtained his Masters of Social Work from 
the University of California, Berkeley. 

Mr. Dellums began his career as a psy-
chiatric social worker and political activist for 
the African-American community. In 1967, he 
was elected to the Berkeley City Council, 
where he provided three years of extraor-
dinary service. In 1970, he was elected to 
serve the 9th Congressional District of Cali-
fornia in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. During his 27-year tenure in 
Congress, Mr. Dellums fought strongly for 
peace, justice and equality. As a freshman 
member, he adamantly spoke in opposition to 
the Vietnam War, going as far as setting up 
an exhibit of war crimes next to his office. 

For fourteen years, he campaigned to end 
the apartheid policies in South Africa. In 1986, 
the U.S. House of Representatives passed his 
sponsored legislation, the Comprehensive 
Anti-Apartheid Act, which placed trade restric-
tions against South Africa and led to imme-
diate withdrawal by American firms. Although 
the bill had broad bipartisan support, it was 
vetoed by President Ronald Reagan. How-
ever, the Senate and the House overrode 
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Reagan’s veto, making it the first ever override 
of a presidential foreign policy veto. Mr. Del-
lums served as Chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Armed Services where he advo-
cated for the inclusion of gays and lesbians in 
the military. Furthermore, Ron co-founded the 
Congressional Black Caucus in 1971, an orga-
nization representing African-American mem-
bers of the United States Congress. 

Mr. Dellums retired from Congress in 1998 
but continued his public service as a legisla-
tive lobbyist in Washington, D.C. He served 
many clients including the Peralta Community 
College District, AC Transit, and the San Fran-
cisco International Airport. In 2006, he was 
elected Mayor of Oakland and he immediately 
worked to address the city’s public safety 
issues by implementing a community policing 
program and was able to bring the city’s police 
force to 837 officers, the highest in the Depart-
ment’s history. 

On a personal note, I am honored to have 
served as an intern and member of Ron’s staff 
for eleven years. He taught his staff to stand 
on principle and for what was right, even if it 
was politically unpopular. He reminded me 
and his entire staff to provide quality con-
stituent services and casework, for we were 
hired to ‘‘serve the people.’’ Ron also taught 
us the art and skill of negotiation, even with 
those we disagree with, and to achieve results 
without compromising our principles. He ex-
emplified the finest in public service and set a 
new standard for elected officials. For that, we 
are deeply grateful. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict, celebrate the extraordinary life and serv-
ice of Mr. Ronald V. Dellums and wish him 
continued success, happiness, and well-being 
for many years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JAMES B. FLAWS 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a constituent, James B. Flaws, who re-
cently retired after a 42-year career with Cor-
ning Incorporated. 

Jim joined Corning Inc. as a financial ana-
lyst in 1973. He quickly worked his way up the 
corporate ladder and into the company’s exec-
utive leadership. He has spent the past 22 
years in various leadership positions, including 
chief financial officer, vice chairman, and a 
member of the company’s board of directors. 
Jim has managed countless projects and stra-
tegic initiatives, from the spin-off of Corning 
Inc.’s healthcare businesses in 1996 to the ac-
quisition of the Samsung Corning Precision 
Materials business in 2014. 

Jim’s outstanding work earned him the dis-
tinction of being named to the Conference 
Board’s prestigious Council of Finance Execu-
tives. In addition, he was recognized as one of 
America’s Best CFOs three times by Institu-
tional Investor magazine. 

Jim has spent the past four decades serving 
his local community in our shared hometown 
of Corning, New York. He has served on the 
boards of trustees for the Corning Museum of 
Glass, the Corning Foundation, and the United 
Way of the Southern Tier. In addition, Jim was 
instrumental in the founding of the Corning 

Children’s Center, which provides high-quality 
care and education to local children. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Jim Flaws on a remarkable 42-year ca-
reer with Corning Inc., and wishing him all the 
best in his retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF THE LEGENDARY LU-
THER R. ‘‘LUKE MCCOY’’ EASON 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life and legacy of the leg-
endary Luther R. ‘‘Luke McCoy’’ Eason. His 
contributions to our great Nation and the last-
ing impact he has made on the local North-
west Florida community will be felt for years to 
come, and the entire Gulf Coast region 
mourns the passing of this truly talented and 
remarkable man. 

An Alabama native, Luke moved to Pensa-
cola, Florida in high school in 1956. Upon 
graduation the following year from Pensacola 
High School, Luke honorably served in the 
United States Army as part of the 82nd Air-
borne Division and later in the United States 
Marine Corps. During his military service, Luke 
saw combat in Vietnam, and he was awarded 
the Purple Heart for injuries sustained while 
defending our Nation. 

In the 1960s, Luke hit the airwaves, begin-
ning his exceptionally successful career in 
broadcasting. While he could be heard 
throughout the country—in Cincinnati, Denver, 
and Chattanooga—it was most notably in Pen-
sacola, where he became well known as a 
disk jockey and a beloved Talk Radio person-
ality. In 1993, Luke joined WCOA first as co- 
host of the morning program and then became 
the distinguished voice of ‘‘Pensacola 
Speaks,’’ holding the longest tenure of any 
former host. 

After 40 years in the radio industry, Luke 
hung up the headphones and microphone in 
2008, spending his retirement days with his 
wife Kathy in her native South Carolina, where 
he enjoyed his other passion—motorcycles 
and the thrill of the ride. 

To some Luke McCoy will be remembered 
as a fellow comrade on the battlefield; to oth-
ers he will be remembered as the ‘‘Common 
Man’s Intellectual’’ and for his company and 
entertainment over the airwaves; to his friends 
and family, he will be most fondly remembered 
as a loving husband, father, grandfather, and 
friend. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
am honored to recognize the life and legacy of 
Luke McCoy. My wife Vicki and I extend our 
heartfelt prayers and deepest condolences to 
his wife, Katherine Felton ‘‘Kathy’’ Eason of 
North Augusta, South Carolina; son, Michael 
Holzapfel and his wife, Roxana, of Tempe, Ari-
zona; daughters Sarah Paige and her hus-
band, Michael, and Jeanie Cossman of Pen-
sacola; grandchildren, Cassidy Paige, Emma 
Cossman and Alex Cossman of Pensacola; 
sister, Bonnie Eason Alverson of Gulf Breeze; 
brother, Benjamin L. Eason and his wife, Bar-
bara, of Arlington, Virginia; and the entire 
Eason family. 

HONORING THE NATIONAL CARES 
MENTORING MOVEMENT 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the National CARES Mentoring 
Movement on the occasion of its 10th Anniver-
sary Gala, ‘‘For the Love of Our Children: A 
National Call to Commitment.’’ On January 25, 
2016, National CARES celebrated the work it 
has done to break the cycle of intergenera-
tional Black poverty, and its deepening com-
mitment to the critical work that remains. 

Founded by Susan L. Taylor in 2006 under 
the moniker ‘‘Essence CARES’’, the National 
CARES Mentoring Movement was established 
to protect and elevate our nation’s most vul-
nerable children. Ms. Taylor’s vision for Es-
sence CARES first arose in 2005, in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina. 

Today, the National CARES Mentoring 
Movement has grown into an organization fo-
cused on community mobilization comprised of 
local affiliates in 58 cities across the nation. 
These affiliates recruit, train, and place men-
tors in schools and youth-serving programs. 
To date, more than 150,000 men and women 
have served as CARES mentors with organi-
zations such as Big Brothers Big Sisters, the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of America, and many 
more. 

The National CARES Mentoring Movement 
is the only national organization working with 
youth groups and schools to build culturally 
competent STEM-literacy training and work-
force-readiness programs. Its initiatives, 
known as ‘‘The Risings,’’ are working to build 
capacity in some of our nation’s most blighted 
black communities. Designed to heal trauma 
and transform lives, The Rising initiatives 
focus on the academic, social, and emotional 
development of children who are living in deep 
poverty. 

One of the initiatives, known as HBCU Ris-
ing, is based in Atlanta and is designed to be 
replicated through the Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities (HBCU) system. It inter-
weaves strong workforce-development and ca-
reer-readiness skills for college-student men-
tors and the middle school children they serve. 
The Rising also operates in challenged high 
schools across the nation, guiding students 
through interactive lessons designed to en-
courage critical thinking skills, excellence in 
academics, and preparation for success in col-
lege and careers. 

On a personal note, I want to thank Susan 
for her wise counsel, her tremendous leader-
ship, her inspiration and her friendship. It is 
her loving spirit that keeps us hopeful for a 
better world for our children. This milestone in 
her life reminds us that we too must and can 
lead a purposeful life to secure the future for 
our children. For this, along with so many who 
honor and celebrate her at this important mo-
ment in her journey, I am deeply grateful. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 
13th Congressional District, I congratulate the 
National CARES Mentoring Movement on 10 
years of exemplary service. We wish them 
continued success as they continue to work to 
ensure the healing, social, and academic 
wellness of some of our nation’s most de-
fenseless—African-American children. Again, I 
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wish the National CARES Mentoring Move-
ment well as it strives to end intergenerational 
poverty in our African-American communities. 

f 

HONORING CORBEN CRITES 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Corben Crites of Farmington, 
Missouri for his outstanding achievement of 
receiving his Eagle Scout Award. This award 
is not easily attained and cannot be achieved 
without a steadfast determination to succeed. 

In order to receive this award, Corben com-
pleted an Eagle project that exemplifies patri-
otism and his commitment to serve others. To 
help better meet the needs of Farmington area 
students, Corben constructed a 166-foot walk-
way and two benches in a designated student 
pickup area at the Farmington Senior High 
School. 

At a young age Corben has shown values 
such as honesty, loyalty, and civility that in-
spire others. He has shown commitment to 
good citizenship, physical fitness, and edu-
cation. By learning important survival skills 
and first aid, he has made himself an asset to 
our community, as well as the nation. Corben 
is a role model for young and old alike and it 
is my pleasure to recognize his achievements 
before the House of Representatives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
ROBERT T. E. KAO FOR HIS CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY 
OF GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Mr. Robert T. E. 
Kao for his service and selfless contributions 
to the community of Guam. Robert has dedi-
cated his life to helping others as a true hu-
manitarian and philanthropist. 

Robert was born in China in 1939. He grew 
up in the eastern province of Shandong where 
he developed his knowledge of Confucius 
teachings. Robert and his siblings were raised 
by an older brother in Taiwan after their par-
ents passed away when Robert was just a 
toddler. 

Robert was a teacher in Taiwan and he 
married his wife, Anna in 1967. The Kaos 
moved to Guam in 1971 when Anna accepted 
a military contract position for furniture con-
cession. Within a year Anna opened Genghis 
Khan Furniture and by 1995 her business be-
came the premier Asian and contemporary fur-
niture store in Guam. She opened ten stores 
between 1972 and 1995 in Guam, California 
and China. Anna contributes the success of 
the family to the support of her husband who 
served as the vice president of Genghis Khan 
Furniture while guiding their children and 
doing charitable work. Together they have two 
children and now three grandchildren. Both of 
their children have found success in their pro-
fessions in the United States mainland. 

During a very difficult time for many people 
of Taiwan, Robert served as Overseas China’s 
Affairs Commissioner. He used his personal 
resources to locate and reunite hundreds of 
families who were separated from their fami-
lies in China. Many families were separated 
for more than 30 years and forbidden to com-
municate by both China and Taiwan laws. 
Robert put himself at great risk to assist and 
reconnect thousands of people. 

Additionally, Robert has been a member of 
the fraternal organization the Freemasons for 
over 40 years, and has supported the Shriners 
Hospital through his position as a Noble of the 
Mystic Shrine of North America. He has 
served twice as the president of the Chinese 
Association of Guam and the president of the 
Confucian Society of Guam. During his term 
as president of the Confucian Society of 
Guam, he lobbied the Guam Legislature to de-
clare September 28, Confucius’ birthday, as 
Teachers’ Appreciation Day to remind all stu-
dents of the value of honoring educators. Rob-
ert was also a founding member and first 
president of the Federation of Asian People. 
He has also assisted with building the Chinese 
School of Guam and the Tamuning Chinese 
Park in Guam. Robert has helped students ac-
quire scholarships to attend the University of 
Taiwan and has supported numerous local 
and national charities. 

Robert worked diligently throughout his time 
on Guam and demonstrated true and genuine 
care for the people he gave his time to serve. 
I congratulate Mr. Robert T. E. Kao for his life 
and I join the people of Guam in commending 
him, his wife Anna and their family for their 
many contributions. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE GOVERN-
MENTAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 
OF PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
Governmental Prayer Breakfast of Pensacola, 
Florida. 

The hand of God has guided this country 
from the Pilgrims’ landing at Plymouth Rock in 
1620 through today. Without God and faith, 
our Nation simply would not exist. Indeed, our 
Founders pledged their lives, fortunes, and sa-
cred honor to the Declaration of Independence 
‘‘with a firm reliance on the protection of Di-
vine Providence,’’ and we can look back far 
past 1776 to see that God has always been a 
part of the fabric of American life. One hun-
dred fifty-six years before the Declaration of 
Independence, the first Pilgrims at the Plym-
outh Colony signed the Mayflower Compact 
affirming that the very reason for settling in 
what would become the United States was 
‘‘for the glory of God, and advancement of the 
Christian faith.’’ 

The Constitution may make no specific 
mention of God, but it reflects the religious 
principles that a diverse group of thinkers 
used to guide this country throughout history. 
While there are some Americans who think 
that politics and faith cannot coexist and be-
lieve that prayer and public service do not mix, 

many of us believe that our Nation’s leaders 
need faith as a guide. We need it because 
man alone is imperfect and flawed. We need 
God’s direction in our lives because our Amer-
ican freedom rests not on the written words of 
our founding documents, but on the moral 
strength of the American people. George 
Washington believed that ‘‘It is impossible to 
rightly govern the world without God and 
Bible.’’ Freedom is only possible if men be-
lieve in God and seek to do His will in their 
lives and for this country. 

In order to live our lives as servants of the 
Lord, our Founders recognized that we must 
look to prayer. Prayer has been a guiding prin-
ciple of private citizens and public officials 
alike, and prayer has long been used to open 
important public meetings and events. In fact, 
the tradition dates back to at least September 
7, 1774, when Reverend Jacob Duche deliv-
ered a prayer to open the First Continental 
Congress. This tradition continues today, with 
Congress opening its daily sessions with a 
prayer offered by the House Chaplain or a 
guest chaplain, and the religious history of our 
Nation is also reflected in our National Motto— 
‘‘In God We Trust’’—the National Day of Pray-
er, and the Pledge of Allegiance, amongst 
many others. 

Just as our Founders looked to prayer, 
elected officials and community leaders at all 
levels of life and government continue the sa-
cred tradition of prayer. This is the very es-
sence behind the founding of the Govern-
mental Prayer Breakfast of Pensacola. Since it 
was established four decades ago by a group 
of ministers from the Greater Cantonment- 
Ensley Ministerial Alliance in Escambia Coun-
ty, Florida, this annual tradition has gathered 
hundreds of Northwest Floridians, including 
elected and appointed officials, together to 
pray for our Nation and all levels of our gov-
ernment. 

Our Father gave America its democracy, its 
prosperity, and its liberty because America 
has embraced God’s will for its future. But we 
must continue to keep our faith in God in 
order to keep our faith in government. It was 
not our Founders’ intent to keep God out of 
government, but to keep the government out 
of the church. As Thomas Jefferson wrote, 
‘‘The constitutional freedom of religion is the 
most inalienable and sacred of all human 
rights.’’ We establish no religion in this coun-
try, nor should we. But we continue to honor 
the Lord and the blessings of liberty and free-
dom that he has bestowed upon this Nation, 
and by bringing together leaders of Faith from 
all levels, Pensacola’s Governmental Prayer 
Breakfast honors the Lord and the founding 
principles of this great Nation. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
would like to recognize the Governmental 
Prayer Breakfast’s founding members and 
those who have followed in their footsteps in 
helping to preserve its original mission of en-
couraging moral and spiritual values in gov-
ernment. My wife Vicki joins me in congratu-
lating all of its members and past participants 
on this important milestone and thanking them 
all for their service to God and country. We 
wish them continued success, and may God 
continue to bless Northwest Florida, leaders of 
all levels of government, and all Americans 
across this great Nation. 
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REMEMBERING LIEUTENANT COM-

MANDER ROBERT DUNLAP HOL-
LAND, JR. 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise to announce the 
passing of LCDR (Ret.) Robert Dunlap Hol-
land, Jr. of Annandale, Virginia on January 20, 
2016, at the age of 89. He is survived by Bar-
bara, his loving wife of 59 years; his daughter 
Anne and son-in-law Richard McFarland of 
Springfield, Virginia; his son Thomas Chris-
topher, daughter-in-law Lisa, and stepson 
Cody Doss of Jupiter, Florida; his sister Phyllis 
Eggleston of Norfolk, Virginia; and many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and special friends. 

LCDR Holland was born in Norfolk, Virginia 
on November 18, 1926, to Gladys Matthews 
Holland and Robert Dunlap Holland. He was 
raised in Norfolk and graduated from Maury 
High School in 1944. Upon graduation, LCDR 
Holland went to Emory and Henry College as 
part of the Navy’s V–12 program. He subse-
quently attended the University of Virginia, 
graduating in 1949 from the Naval ROTC pro-
gram where he earned a degree in commerce 
and a reserve commission in the United 
States Navy. When the Korean War broke out, 
the Navy activated his commission as part of 
the contingent invading Inchon. Upon returning 
to the United States, LCDR Holland trained as 
a gunfire liaison officer at Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina. 

After leaving active service, LCDR Holland 
relocated to Annapolis, Maryland, to manage a 
small loan office. In 1954, he met his future 
wife, Barbara Claire Harkins. They married in 
1956. In 1960, Robert, Barbara, and their two 
children moved to Annandale where he began 
a career in banking. He was tremendously 
proud of both his service in the United States 
Navy Reserve and to be a part of the First Vir-
ginia Bank Family. 

Mr. Speaker, LCDR Holland and his family 
represent the very best of America’s Greatest 
Generation. We rise to honor and thank them 
for their service to our Nation and to wish 
them Fair Winds and Following Seas. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF ALABAMA NATIONAL 
CHAMPION FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the University of Alabama football 
team on winning the College Football Playoff 
National Championship. This marks Alabama’s 
NCAA-record 16th national championship. 

As a diehard Alabama football fan, I loved 
watching this team because they played with 
such a strong competitive spirit and refused to 
be denied. The team was incredibly well- 
rounded and balanced in all three phases of 
the game. Each week, it seemed like a dif-
ferent player would step up and make a big 

play. That is an important trademark of a true 
team. 

I am especially proud of the players from 
Southwest Alabama who contributed to the 
team’s success. Quarterback Jake Coker is a 
Mobile native who played high school football 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal School. In the cham-
pionship game, Coker threw for over 300 
yards and two touchdowns. It was a very gritty 
and impressive effort, just like Coker’s entire 
college career. 

Helping to lead the way for Coker and Ala-
bama’s Heisman-winning running back was 
former Davidson High School standout Al-
phonse Taylor. As the starting right guard on 
the offensive line, Taylor and his teammates 
on the offensive line were rewarded for their 
outstanding play by winning the inaugural Joe 
Moore Award. This award goes to the nation’s 
top offensive line each season. It was a well- 
deserved honor. 

Alabama’s run to the national championship 
was marked by outstanding play from the de-
fense. That defense included former Daphne 
High School star Ryan Anderson. Anderson 
was a dominating force who racked up six 
sacks on the year. He played some of his best 
football down the stretch in the SEC Cham-
pionship Game and again in the College Foot-
ball Playoff games. I know opposing quarter-
backs will be fearing him next season as well. 

Mr. Speaker, this Alabama squad played as 
a team and in a way that should make every 
Alabamian proud. To the players, coaches, 
support staff, and the University of Alabama 
administration, I want to say congratulations 
and Roll Tide. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFELONG SERV-
ICE OF COLONEL JOSEPH 
SPIELBAUER 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute the service of Colonel Joseph 
Spielbauer, whose dedication to excellence 
and sacrifices for public service spanned more 
than 25 years of active duty military service 
and over 20 additional years of public service 
to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Colonel Spielbauer was commissioned a 
2nd Lieutenant in Field Artillery from Gonzaga 
University, in May 1967. He immediately 
shipped out to Fort Sill, Oklahoma for officer 
basic training followed by Airborne training 
and the grueling Ranger course at Fort 
Benning, the home of Infantry at Fort Benning, 
Georgia. He earned both his paratrooper 
wings and the prestigious Ranger tab prior to 
his first assignment to the famed 82nd Air-
borne Division. 

After duty with the 82nd Airborne Division, 
Colonel Spielbauer was reassigned to combat 
duty with the 1st Infantry Division in the Re-
public of Vietnam, where he served as an artil-
lery firing battery commander. Following com-
bat duty, he returned to the United States and 
completed the artillery officer advance course, 
the advanced maintenance course, and rig-
orous infantry pathfinder training. 

Colonel Spielbauer’s next assignment was 
in Germany, where he first served as an artil-

lery service battery commander and then as 
the Group S–3 (plans and operations) officer. 

As Vietnam drew down and the Cold War 
heated up, the Army decided to station a com-
bat ready Ranger battalion in Europe. The 
leaders of this elite fighting force went through 
a vigorous screening process. Colonel 
Spielbauer’s outstanding service record and 
demonstrated potential for greater responsi-
bility earned him the challenging assignment 
as the first Fire Support Coordinator for the 
European Ranger battalions. He excelled in 
this duty and was subsequently assigned to 
teach at the Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, where he was responsible for helping 
to train the next generation of military leaders. 

Colonel Spielbauer and his family then 
moved to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where 
he completed the Army’s resident Command 
and General Staff College. He then returned 
to Europe for the next 7.5 years. In Europe, 
Colonel Spielbauer served in numerous posi-
tions of escalating responsibility. He initially 
served as the plans officer for the 59th Ordi-
nance Brigade. His initiative, hard work, and 
dedication to excellence earned him the op-
portunity to command the 294th Army Artillery 
Group. This difficult job carried the heavy re-
sponsibilities of nuclear fire support for NATO 
and numerous challenging host nation support 
requirements. Colonel Spielbauer did an out-
standing job in this assignment. He earned the 
rare opportunity to then command the 552nd 
Army Artillery Group. He spent 5 years com-
manding high profile, high risk nuclear units. 

Colonel Spielbauer’s demonstrated potential 
for greater responsibility earned him a slot in 
the resident Army War College class. This is 
the most senior Army school, reserved for the 
absolute best Army leaders. After graduation, 
he was selected for a prestigious staff/faculty 
position at the War College. Colonel 
Spielbauer’s final assignment was the Senior 
Army Advisor to the Commanding General of 
the 28th Infantry Division/Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard. Colonel Spielbauer retired from 
active duty in September 1992 and 
transitioned to civilian service for the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Colonel Spielbauer held several important 
positions in Pennsylvania including his role as 
the Director of the Base Development Com-
mittee and his current position as Executive 
Director of the PA Military Community En-
hancement Commission. Joe was directly re-
sponsible for bringing together all of the dis-
connected military operations in Pennsylvania 
and preparing a unified strategy to expand the 
military presence through the 2005 Base Re- 
Alignment & Closure (BRAC). Colonel 
Spielbauer approached this daunting responsi-
bility with the same unflinching dedication and 
professionalism that he employed to achieve 
military mission accomplishments. The un-
questionable success of Colonel Spielbauer’s 
detailed planning, meticulous execution and 
foresight can be seen throughout Pennsyl-
vania, as military programs expand and em-
ployment grows. 

Throughout his long and successful career, 
Colonel Spielbauer has faithfully executed his 
diverse duties with great professionalism. He 
is a ‘‘Soldier’s Soldier’’ and a consummate 
professional. Colonel Spielbauer’s outstanding 
career reflects great honor and credit upon 
himself, his family, and our nation. 
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INTERNATIONAL FOOTPRINT AS-

SOCIATION TO HOST PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST FOR HEROES 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of a special event that took place in 
my district to honor public safety personnel. 
On January 23, 2016, Chapter 63 of the Inter-
national Footprint Association hosted ‘‘Break-
fast for Heroes’’ to show their appreciation for 
the tireless work done by public safety agen-
cies in the High Desert region of California. 

‘‘Breakfast for Heroes’’ took place at the El 
Pescador Restaurant in Victorville, California 
and the public was encouraged to attend to 
show their appreciation. This is the first time 
that Chapter 63 held a breakfast event to 
honor High Desert public safety personnel and 
they anticipated a large turnout of attendees. 

Attendees were able to take tours of an am-
bulance, fire truck, and police vehicles. All pro-
ceeds from the event goes towards the Chap-
ter 63 Scholarship Program. The International 
Footprint Association is a non-profit commu-
nity benefit organization whose mission is to 
foster positive relations between law enforce-
ment and the public. During my time as a leg-
islator, I have worked with this organization on 
numerous occasions and have always been 
impressed with the work they do in our com-
munities. I strongly encouraged my constitu-
ents to attend ‘‘Breakfast for Heroes’’ to show 
their support for the men and women who put 
their lives on the line every day. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF AURO-
RA’S 30TH ANNUAL COMMEMORA-
TION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the city of Aurora’s 30th annual 
commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The commemoration, ‘‘The Promise of Democ-
racy: Breaking Barriers and Borders,’’ will 
allow our city to reflect upon and appreciate 
the rich diversity that creates the vibrant com-
munity we call home. 

I commend the City of Aurora, Mayor Steve 
Hogan, the City Council and especially my 
longtime friend, Dr. Shannon-Banister, who is 
the founder of this celebration, for all of their 
continuing steadfast support of the only week- 
long celebration in the State of Colorado. I am 
proud to call the city of Aurora my home. 

This past September, Aurora erected a life 
size statue at our own Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Library as a constant reminder of Dr. King’s 
selfless dedication to the pursuit of social jus-
tice and as an inspiration to continue this pur-
suit. On Monday, the statue will also serve as 
an embodiment of Dr. King’s very tangible 
presence in Aurora. 

I am confident that if Dr. King were alive 
today, he would smile upon the kind words 
and gestures, hours of service, and bonds of 
friendship that will be offered in his honor this 

day. His legacy as a champion for equality 
and peace in this country still shine, Dr. King 
would be proud as many fellow champions 
continue in his tradition and promote his 
dream. 

As we remember Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
let us embrace and invite all cultures to join us 
in the brotherhood Dr. King so boldly imagined 
and let our actions echo his words: ‘‘This is 
not the time to engage in the cooling off or to 
take the tranquility drugs of gradualism. Now 
is the time to make real the promises of de-
mocracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark 
and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit 
path of racial justice. Now is the time to open 
the doors of opportunity to all of God’s chil-
dren.’’ 

I proudly pledge my support to the residents 
of Aurora as they embrace Dr. King’s vision 
for our country and as they work to make that 
vision a reality. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF MOLLY H. BOGEN 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to publicly applaud and 
praise the exceptional work of one of Dallas’s 
finest residents, Ms. Molly H. Bogen. For over 
forty years, Ms. Bogen has been a champion 
for the senior citizens of Texas in her role as 
the Director of Operations for Senior Source. 
The Dallas-based entity has worked tirelessly 
to meet nearly every need of our elderly popu-
lation, a feat that would not have been pos-
sible without Ms. Bogen’s resourcefulness, de-
votion, and endless compassion. 

Ms. Bogen has dedicated her entire life to 
dutifully serving her community. She first re-
ceived her undergraduate degree from South-
ern Methodist University, before moving to 
United of Texas at Arlington to pursue her 
Master’s of Science in Social Work. This 
would allow her to become officially licensed 
by the Texas State Board to practice social 
work, and begin her exemplary career. Her 
work with the elderly is now legendary, and 
she has since come to be recognized as a 
Distinguished Alumni by both of her alma mat-
ers. 

Through her work with Senior Source, Ms. 
Bogen has cemented a legacy that is rooted 
in the immense imprint she has left on the 
senior community of Texas and the nation at 
large. Her appointment as the President and 
CEO of the organization in 1976 brought 
about expansion and growth. Recognizing a 
gap in the community, Ms. Bogen introduced 
a series of programs devoted to supporting 
senior citizens with employment, financial 
management, advocacy and companionship. 
As such, the organization has now become 
one of the country’s most renowned senior- 
service providers, and this was in no small 
part due to the immense love, respect and 
kindness that Ms. Bogen imparted into her 
daily work. Her selfless passion will no doubt 
continue to inspire her dedicated fifty-six-mem-
ber staff, as they continue to perform and cul-
tivate Ms. Bogen’s incredible work. 

Mr. Speaker, the extraordinary compassion 
shown by Ms. Bogen over the course of her 

four-decade career is a testament to her mag-
nificent character and commitment to her com-
munity. The people of North Texas owe her a 
tremendous debt of gratitude and wish her all 
of the best in her retirement. It is hard earned, 
and may it be one of contentment and joy. 

f 

HONORING FREDA ROSENSHEIN 
AND THE JEWISH WAR VET-
ERANS LADIES AUXILIARY 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Jewish 
War Veterans and their National President, 
Freda Rosenshein. Ms. Rosenshein paid her 
official visit to the JWVA Florida Department 
on Sunday, January 24th in Deerfield Beach. 

For 85 years, the JWVA has ensured that 
the rich history of Jewish Americans’ service 
in our Armed Forces is not overlooked. In fact, 
over half a million Jewish Americans have 
served in major conflicts since World War II. 
This organization is unique in its efforts to 
combat bigotry and anti-Semitism while re-
maining inclusive of all veterans, regardless of 
race, religion, or ethnicity. 

Freda Rosenshein’s tenure as Ladies Auxil-
iary President follows her distinguished history 
of service to the JWVA. She knows first-hand 
the sacrifice of our veterans and their families, 
as her father served in World War II, her 
grandfather served in World War I, and her 
husband served in Vietnam. Her maternal 
grandparents were charter members of the 
JWVA. Ms. Rosenshein served three times as 
the New Jersey Department President and 
played an integral role in establishing the 
David Blick Post No. 63 and Auxiliary in Eliza-
beth, New Jersey. 

During her visit to Florida. she continued her 
service to veterans by visiting the Ronald 
McDonald House in Fort Lauderdale and the 
VA Hospital in West Palm Beach, where she 
granted a wish to a veteran in hospice care as 
part of the JWVA Grant-A-Wish Program. 

I am proud to honor Freda Rosenshein, the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Jewish War Veterans of 
America, and all the men and women who 
have defended our Nation through service in 
our Armed Forces. The debt we owe our vet-
erans and those who selflessly serve them is 
immeasurable, and we must always strive to 
be a nation worthy of their heroic sacrifice. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SISTER 
MARGARET CARNEY 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Sister Margaret Carne on her up-
coming retirement from St. Bonaventure Uni-
versity. 

Sister Margaret has served as president of 
St. Bonaventure since 2004. During her ten-
ure, she has cultivated a vibrant college com-
munity by enhancing curriculum, promoting di-
versity, and developing various strategic initia-
tives. 
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Sister Margaret has held several leadership 

positions throughout her career. Prior to being 
inaugurated as president of St. Bonaventure 
University, she served as dean and director of 
the Franciscan Institute of St. Bonaventure. In 
addition, she previously served as chair of the 
board of directors of the Association of Catho-
lic Colleges and Universities, and a member of 
the Committee on Education of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

In recognition of her outstanding achieve-
ments and contributions, Sister Margaret has 
been awarded nine honorary doctorate de-
grees. She has also been honored with the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from Business 
First of Buffalo and the Citation Award from 
the National Federation of Just Communities. 

Sister Margaret truly exemplifies the Fran-
ciscan values of pursuing knowledge and 
serving others. She has had a profound and 
lasting impact on students, faculty, and the en-
tire St. Bonaventure community. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Sister Margaret Carney on a remarkable 
career, and wishing her all the best in her up-
coming retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BOB AND MARIE 
GALLO 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Bob and Marie 
Gallo, who will be awarded the Robert J. Car-
doza Citizen of the Year—Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the Modesto Chamber of 
Commerce, for their unwavering commitment 
to their community. 

Bob Gallo was born in Modesto, California 
to Julio and Aileen Gallo. He spent his early 
years on their family ranch and graduated 
from Modesto High School. He continued his 
education at Oregon State University, grad-
uating with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Business and Technology in 1956. Bob served 
in the United States Navy for two years 
aboard the USS Yorktown. 

Marie also was born in Modesto, California 
to former Superior Court Judge Frank C. and 
Mae Damrell. Graduating a year after Bob at 
Modesto High School, Marie attended Notre 
Dame de Namur University in Belmont where 
she received a Bachelor of Arts Degree and 
her elementary teaching credentials. Following 
her graduation, she came back to California 
where she started teaching at Alamo Elemen-
tary School in San Francisco. As if it were 
written in the stars, Marie returned to Modesto 
and married the love of her life, Bob. 

Both Bob & Marie have a strong belief in 
improving the quality of life for the people in 
their community. Their contributions of time 
and money are well documented in the numer-
ous organizations they are involved in. 

Bob Gallo has been active in the United 
Way, the Grand Jury, Community Action Com-
mission, King-Kennedy Center, Rotary Inter-
national, Human Rights Commission, Sierra 
Club, Audubon Society, Nature Conservancy, 
and on the Board of Trustees of the University 
of California, Merced. In addition, he has 
worked to expand the Modesto Union Gospel 
Mission and received an award from The Sal-

vation Army for his leadership in raising mone-
tary funds. He has served on the board of 
American Farmland Trust and was the driving 
force behind the San Joaquin National Wildlife 
Refuge. Currently, Bob is Co-Chairman of the 
Board of E. & J. Gallo Winery. Not to be out-
done by her husband, Marie has been a part 
of the Modesto Symphony Orchestra and 
Guild, where she established the Picnic at the 
POPS concert, which has been held annually 
on the winery grounds since 1995. She is also 
a founder of the Catholic Honorary Social 
Service Guild, an honorary member of the Mo-
desto Rotary Club and of the Women’s Auxil-
iary, and is a founding board member of Cen-
tral Catholic High School. She held a promi-
nent role in bringing the Sisters of the Cross 
to Modesto from Mexico and also served as a 
member of the ‘‘Christmas Angels’’ bell ringing 
team for the Salvation Army for numerous 
years. Marie played a vital role in the con-
struction of the Gallo Center for the Arts with 
the support of her husband and family. 

Bob and Marie, who were married in the 
summer of 1958, will celebrate their 58th anni-
versary in July. Together, they raised 8 chil-
dren and were blessed with twenty-two grand-
children; to which they have passed along the 
importance of family church and commitment 
to the community. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Bob and Marie Gallo for their recognition 
from the Modesto Chamber of Commerce with 
the Robert J. Cardoza Citizen of the Year— 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Their years of 
dedicated service to the community are to be 
commended. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATU-
LATING SECOND LIEUTENANT 
MY-RANDA KELLY QUINATA OF 
THE GUAM AIR NATIONAL 
GUARD 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the contributions and achieve-
ments of Second Lieutenant My-Randa Kelly 
Quinata of the 254th Force Support Squadron 
of the Guam Air National Guard, Guam Na-
tional Guard. Second Lieutenant Quinata was 
promoted to Second Lieutenant on September 
20, 2015. She is the first medical service 
corps officer and the first female of the Guam 
Air National Guard to receive a direct commis-
sion. 

2nd Lt. Quinata currently serves as the 
Health Services Administrator of the Guam Air 
Guard’s newly formed five member medical 
unit. She works in the civilian sector as a 
Health System Specialist in Aerospace Medi-
cine in Medical Standards and Exams under 
the Base Operations Medical Cell at the 36th 
Medical Group, Andersen Air Force Base, 
Guam. 

She has a long record of service and has 
dedicated her life and career to serving our 
country in different capacities. My-Randa 
joined the active duty Air Force in March 2003 
and graduated from the Health Services Man-
agement course at Sheppard Air Force Base 
in Texas in 2003. She also served in other 
health services administration roles as an out-

patient records technician, information sys-
tems technician, medical office manager, med-
ical control center noncommissioned officer 
and noncommissioned officer in charge of pa-
tient administration. 

Before her separation from the active duty 
Air Force in 2014, My-Randa served at 
Lackland Air Force Base in Texas and at the 
Andersen Air Force Base in Guam. She was 
also deployed to Ali Al Salem Air Base in sup-
port of operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. My- 
Randa was also the recipient of the Air Force 
Commendation Medal, the Air Force Achieve-
ment Medal, the Meritorious Unit Award, the 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, the Air 
Force Good Conduct Award, the Global Ter-
rorism Service Medal, the Air Force Longevity 
Service Award, Air Force Non-Commissioned 
Officer Professional Military Education Grad-
uate Ribbon, the Small Arms Expert Marks-
manship Ribbon (Rifle), the Air Force Training 
Ribbon, the 2008 Pacific Air Forces Health 
Services Airman of the Year Award, and the 
2008 Medical Support Services Airman of the 
Year Award. 

Second Lieutenant My-Randa Kelly Quinata 
is dedicated to the mission of the Guam Air 
National Guard and finds strength in the sup-
port of her leadership, fellow guardsmen and 
her family. 

This is a very proud moment for the island 
of Guam and the Guam Air National Guard. I 
join the people of Guam in congratulating Sec-
ond Lieutenant My-Randa Kelly Quinata and 
the 254th Force Support Squadron and Guam 
Air National Guard on this achievement. I also 
extend a special congratulations to her hus-
band Derrick and their children, Taylor, Trevor, 
Talon, Tana. I thank her for her contributions 
to the community of Guam and I look forward 
to her future contributions and success. 

f 

HONORING MAE DUKE 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mae Duke, who is being recognized 
by the Century Village Democratic Club for her 
distinguished service as President. 

As part of the ‘‘greatest generation,’’ Mae’s 
life embodied the American dream. Mae is a 
first generation Jewish immigrant raised on 
Coney Island, New York and overcame nu-
merous obstacles to complete her education 
and work as a laboratory technician. Mae mar-
ried Sam Duke, a New York City Police offi-
cer, in 1947, and together they raised four 
children in Brooklyn. 

Since her youth, Mae has believed in the 
importance of public service, civic duty, and 
participation in democracy. After her four chil-
dren enrolled in public school, Mae ran for the 
local school board. Later, she and her hus-
band started a youth league at their local syn-
agogue. Today at age 89, Mae resides in 
West Palm Beach where she remains active 
with local community groups and as the Presi-
dent of the Century Village Club. She is 
adored and admired by her 4 children, 9 
grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. 

Wherever her life has taken her, Mae Duke 
has selflessly volunteered her time and efforts 
to better her community. I am pleased to join 
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in honoring Ms. Duke for her enriching, life-
long community service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LANETTE WRIGHT 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of my long-time exec-
utive assistant and friend, LaNette Wright, who 
is retiring after more than three decades of 
distinguished service. LaNette started her ca-
reer in the U.S. House of Representatives in 
1984 when she was hired as a Staff Aide in 
Somerset, Kentucky. She later became a 
trusted Caseworker, guiding local constituents 
through complications with federal agencies. 
In 1999. LaNette took on the role as my Exec-
utive Assistant, faithfully and dutifully orga-
nizing every meeting, speaking engagement, 
and flight itinerary in coordination with my per-
sonal schedule. In 2012, she also earned the 
title of Casework Director, ensuring constituent 
needs are effectively and efficiently met at the 
Somerset, Hazard and Prestonsburg District 
Offices. Time and again, she has gone above 
the call of duty to help me, and by extension, 
the people of Kentucky’s Fifth Congressional 
District in delivering a better, more responsive 
and open constituent experience. 

Like most of us, I have been fortunate in my 
tenure in Congress to have extraordinary pro-
fessional and personal staff accompany me on 
this journey. However, LaNette has always 
given me and my family an extra measure of 
loyalty, advice and friendship that I will always 
treasure. Without a doubt, her organization 
and foresight made many of my days much 
simpler, despite a schedule that often be-
comes complicated and demanding. Her sheer 
presence in the Somerset office will be greatly 
missed, from her ability to extend compassion 
to distraught Veterans, to calming discouraged 
citizens frustrated by federal bureaucracy, to 
celebrating victories in the lives of folks we 
have been able to assist through casework. 
Her thoughtful execution in every situation has 
made LaNette a truly irreplaceable part of the 
Rogers team. 

As we all know, Congressional staff work 
long hours, and often sacrifice weekends and 
holidays in order to keep this esteemed institu-
tion running—inevitably taking a toll on per-
sonal commitments. She has earned more 
than her share of quality time with her family 
and friends—especially her energetic grand-
children. 

The people of Southern and Eastern Ken-
tucky, our staff and I owe LaNette a great debt 
of gratitude for her steadfast service and dedi-
cation to our region. We wish LaNette and her 
husband Louie many wonderful years of retire-
ment in Kentucky and on the sunny beaches 
and golf courses of Florida. 

LAKE ARROWHEAD RESIDENT 
SPEARHEADS EFFORT TO BUILD 
VETERANS MEMORIAL 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Liam Gavigan for his tireless efforts to 
construct a veterans monument in Lake Ar-
rowhead, California. Liam is a member of Boy 
Scouts of America Troop 89 and has under-
taken this task as his Eagle Scout Project. 

From the time he became involved with the 
Cub Scouts, Liam had a vision for creating a 
monument to honor the sacrifices of veterans 
who live in the San Bernardino County moun-
tain communities. It took several years, but 
Liam’s determination resulted in him fund-
raising over $20.000 needed to construct the 
memorial. With assistance provided by the 
San Bernardino Mountains Land Trust, Liam 
was also able to secure the necessary land 
upon which the monument will stand. 

As a Vietnam veteran and retired Marine 
Corps infantry officer, I applaud Liam and the 
members of Troop 89 for their diligence in 
bringing this project to fruition. I look forward 
to visiting the monument during my next trip to 
Lake Arrowhead. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. TSAI ING- 
WEN ON HER ELECTION AS 
PRESIDENT OF TAIWAN 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Dr. Tsai Ing-wen on her victory 
in the Taiwanese presidential election held on 
January 16, 2016. President-elect Tsai is 
scheduled to take office on May 20 of this 
year, and will be the first woman president of 
Taiwan. I further congratulate the vice presi-
dent-elect, Dr. Chen Chien-jen, as well as the 
people of Taiwan for this historic vote that sig-
nifies so much for the continuing strength of 
democracy in Taiwan. 

On this occasion. I would encourage my col-
leagues to join me in assuring President-elect 
Tsai and the people of Taiwan of our commit-
ment to the friendship between our two coun-
tries. We are bound by the values and prin-
ciples we share; and the peaceful and free 
election on January 16 once again dem-
onstrates that Taiwan’s robust democracy is 
an example to the rest of the region. The free 
and democratic system that has been estab-
lished over the decades is a testament to the 
commendable dedication and determination of 
a free Taiwanese people. Their support for 
human rights is a beacon, and their leaders 
should be encouraged as they work to keep it 
shining. 

Dr. Tsai’s election is additionally an oppor-
tunity to reaffirm the importance of the Taiwan 
Relations Act as the cornerstone of the rela-
tionship between the U.S. and Taiwan. I urge 
my colleagues to remain committed to the se-
curity of Taiwan, as well as our economic and 
social relationship, and look forward to our two 
countries’ continuing to work together on 
issues of common interest. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating President-elect Tsai and the 
people of Taiwan, and in wishing them the 
best in the new administration. 

f 

HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW MEXICO COLLEGE OF NURS-
ING 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
University of New Mexico College of Nursing 
which celebrated its 60th Anniversary this past 
year. The College of Nursing is a world class 
institution of learning whose graduates have 
been a blessing to the individuals they have 
cared for and helped save countless lives. 

The University of New Mexico College of 
Nursing was founded in 1955 after Dr. Marion 
Fleck and Mary Jane Carter acquired a 
$60,000 grant from the New Mexico State 
Legislature. Since its founding, the school has 
aimed to educate and train future leaders in 
nursing, research innovative methods to im-
prove and deliver patient care, and design a 
world class health system. Over the past 60 
years, the College of Nursing has seen more 
than 6,000 alumni graduate from its ranks. 
These nurses have gone on to serve our com-
munity and provide invaluable care to hun-
dreds of thousands of patients. 

Throughout its history, the University of New 
Mexico College of Nursing has demonstrated 
exemplary leadership in its field. For example, 
it was the first program in New Mexico to es-
tablish a Master of Science in Nursing degree, 
as well as a Doctorate of Nursing Practice. 
The school has also created nurse managed 
clinics and partnered with the Raymond G. 
Murphy VA Medical Center to address the 
healthcare needs of veterans in our commu-
nity. Furthermore, through their membership in 
the New Mexico Nurses Education Consor-
tium, the College of Nursing has partnered 
with local community colleges to provide ac-
cess to a Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
throughout the state. Lastly, the PhD program 
is one of only a few in the nation to offer a 
health policy track to train future leaders in 
nursing. We are very fortunate to have such 
an outstanding institution training our future 
healthcare providers. 

It gives me great pleasure to report that the 
University of New Mexico College of Nursing 
has been recognized for these impressive ac-
complishments. In 2015, the College of Nurs-
ing was ranked tenth overall on Value 
Schools’ list of the top-valued undergraduate 
nursing programs. Dr. Nancy Ridenour, dean 
of the College of Nursing explained that 
‘‘Credit goes largely to our renowned faculty 
who provides an education that emphasizes 
working with rural and underserved popu-
lations and prepares our students to transform 
nursing and health care.’’ 

Indeed, the University of New Mexico Col-
lege of Nursing has proven itself a model in 
philanthropy and community involvement. 
From July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 alone, the 
faculty and students from the College of Nurs-
ing spent more than 83,000 hours working in 
the community in order to provide healthcare 
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services to more than 19,500 children, individ-
uals and families through clinical practice and 
training exercises at more than 375 healthcare 
facilities throughout the state. The College of 
Nursing also emphasizes teaching its students 
how to serve rural and underserved popu-
lations, and the school is committed to diver-
sity in its classes so that its campus will better 
reflect the communities its graduates go on to 
serve. 

With a shortage of nurses in the country, 
especially in largely rural areas like New Mex-
ico, it is fundamental that world class institu-
tions like the University of New Mexico Col-
lege of Nursing continue to train exceptional 
nurses who will serve our community for years 
to come. The New Mexico Health Care Work-
force Committee estimates that New Mexico 
currently faces a shortage of at least 270 
nurses. However, the care that nurses provide 
is the crux of our medical model. I am grateful 
for the tremendous work that the University of 
New Mexico College of Nursing has done to 
supply our state with such invaluable care-
givers. Indeed, we must continue to support 
this world class institution and others like it. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to 
recognize this special and important institution 
for recently celebrating its 60th Anniversary. 
Congratulations to the University of New Mex-
ico College of Nursing; keep up the great 
work. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
JOHNNIE SOWELL NEESE 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, South Carolinians mourned the 
passing of Johnnie Sowell Neese of Spring-
dale who was recognized as one of the state’s 
leading businesswomen. She was the state’s 
first female Republican candidate for office 
with the 1964 Goldwater Republican effort. At 
that time only one Republican had been elect-
ed as a legislator in the Twentieth Century 
being Charlie Boineau in 1961. Mrs. Neese 
courageously spearheaded the promotion of 
the two-party system in South Carolina where 
Republicans are now super majorities in the 
legislature holding all statewide offices. They 
are led by Governor Nikki Haley, from her 
home county of Lexington, who is the state’s 
first female Governor in 340 years. 

She and her late husband Harry carefully 
organized their professions as they success-
fully raised five talented daughters who have 
now inspired the success of six grandsons. 

I especially appreciate her ‘‘gift of adminis-
tration’’ in that for seventeen years she was 
treasurer of my campaign as I served in the 
State Senate. She upheld flawlessly the stand-
ard set by my predecessor and her friend 
Congressman Floyd Spence that ‘‘It must not 
only be right, it must look right,’’ as we suc-
cessfully replaced an incumbent in the Repub-
lican primary. 

The following obituary was in The State 
newspaper of Columbia, S.C., on Saturday, 
January 30th: 

Funeral service for Johnnie Sowell Neese, 
89, of West Columbia, will be held at 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 31, 2016, at Holland Avenue 

Baptist Church, 801 12th Street, Cayce, SC. 
Pastor Dow Welsh and Pastor Charles Wilson 
will officiate. Interment will follow in 
Southland Memorial Gardens. The family 
will greet friends from 6:00 8:00 p.m. Satur-
day, January 30, 2016, at Thompson Funeral 
Home of Lexington, 4720 Augusta Road, Lex-
ington, SC. Mrs. Neese passed away Thurs-
day, January 28, 2016. 

Born in Kershaw, she was a daughter of the 
late John Wesley and Evelyn Blease Johnson 
Sowell, Sr. She was a graduate of Kershaw 
High School and attended Coker College. 
Johnnie was a charter member of Holland 
Avenue Baptist Church and served as trustee 
and Sunday School teacher for more than 50 
years. She was the chairman of the Nomi-
nating, Finance, and Personnel Committees, 
and a member of the Benevolent, Building, 
Library, and Stewardship Committees. 
Johnnie was continuously employed by the 
House of Perfection, Inc., manufacturer and 
wholesaler of children’s apparel from Novem-
ber 1956 until July 2005, when she retired as 
executive vice president and chief financial 
officer. She was the former president of the 
West Columbia Cayce Junior Woman’s Club, 
former Division chairman of the S.C. Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs, the former president 
of the Riverlyn Women’s Club, a former 
member of the Lexington County Higher 
Education Commission, Congaree Area Girl 
Scout Council and served as the West Colum-
bia Cayce residential chairman for the 
United Way. Johnnie was a former member 
of the Body of Trustees, United Community 
Services and was nominated for the ‘‘Woman 
of Achievement’’ award for the State of 
South Carolina in 1992. She was awarded the 
‘‘Woman of Distinction’’ honor in 1996, from 
the Congaree Area Girl Scout Council. 

From 1964 through 1967, Johnnie was active 
in the Lexington County and the South 
Carolina Republican Parties, having served 
as secretary-treasurer, County Finance 
chairman, County Organization chairman, 
president of Lexington County Republican 
Women, precinct officer, and Convention 
Credentials chairman. A candidate for the 
House of Representatives in 1964, she was the 
first woman in South Carolina to run for 
public office on the Republican ticket. She 
served for 17 years as treasurer for Senator 
Addison G. (Joe) Wilson and assumed active 
roles in State and Congressional campaigns 
for Republican candidates Albert Watson, 
Floyd Spence, and Strom Thurmond. 

Johnnie is survived by her daughters, 
Lynda Neese (Gary Miller), Carol Neese, 
Deborah Neese, Sandra Neese Cooke, Tracey 
Neese Edenfield; six grandsons, Ira Brent 
Driggers, Jonathan Michael Cooke, Jordan 
Patrick Cooke, Zachary Tanner Edenfield, 
Nicholas Yates Edenfield, Jacob Andrew 
Edenfield; three great-grandsons. In addition 
to her parents, she was predeceased by her 
husband of more than 50 years, Harry Yates 
Neese; twin sister, Connie Sowell, and broth-
er, John W. Sowell, Jr. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ANTONIO B. 
WON PAT GUAM INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the staff and 
management of the Antonio B. Won Pat Guam 
International Airport Authority (GIAA) on their 
40th anniversary of service to the people of 

Guam. The Guam International Airport Author-
ity has grown steadily over the past 40 years 
and has played a vital role in the development 
of Guam, especially success of the island’s 
visitor industry over the past 40 years. When 
the Guam Airport first began, all airport busi-
ness was handled as a division of the Guam 
Department of Commerce. In 1976, the GIAA 
became a government agency through the en-
actment of Guam Public Law 13–57. During 
this period of the airport’s history, Pan Amer-
ican Airways, Continental Air Micronesia and 
Japan Airlines were the only airline carriers to 
service Guam and utilize the facilities. 

The Guam International Airport Authority 
has made tremendous progress over the last 
40 years and has become a critical transpor-
tation hub in the Asia-Pacific region. GIAA has 
facilitated the growth of Guam’s economy and 
visitor industry. Guam’s tourism economy re-
lies heavily on GIAA facilities for a positive 
passenger experience when traveling to 
Guam. The airport has added two terminal 
buildings with the second and current terminal 
completed in September 1998 as part of a 
$241M expansion and construction project. 
This is the single largest improvement project 
competed by the Government of Guam. 

As the airport expanded its operations, addi-
tional airline carriers began service out of 
Guam. In 1981, Continental Micronesia added 
flights to Japan and Northwest Airlines began 
regularly scheduled services. In 1983, All 
Nippon Airways (ANA) began charter flights to 
Guam and then opened their international 
services three years later. Continental Air Mi-
cronesia introduced direct air service between 
Guam and Hong Kong in 1984. Soon after in 
1986, the United States Congress passed the 
Omnibus Territories Act to include visa waiv-
ers for several countries and expanded the 
doors for more tourism arrivals. The GIAA 
passed its ‘‘one million passenger’’ mark in 
1988 and was renamed the ‘‘Antonio B. Won 
Pat Guam International Air Terminal’’ after 
Guam’s first Delegate to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Soon after in 1990, Korea 
was granted a visa waiver and Continental Air 
Micronesia began air services in Seoul and 
expanded flights in Japan. In 1995, GIAA took 
on more responsibility when it became the 
only commercial airport on Guam with the clo-
sure of Naval Air Station. With increased serv-
ices in the Asian region, Guam was ranked 
the 4th top U.S. gateway to and from Asia and 
Australia in 1999. Growth and expansion con-
tinued for the GIAA after the turn of the new 
millennium and in 2007, the airport’s total eco-
nomic contributions were totaled at $1.7 billion 
with 20,440 jobs generated. 

The Guam International Airport Authority 
has continued expanding with cargo and other 
facilities while practicing its duties as a re-
sponsible neighbor and community partner. 
Anticipating the needs of an increased tourism 
economy and the growth associated with the 
military realignment, the airport undertook 
these efforts to prepare for increased cargo 
traffic on Guam. Further, a multimillion dollar 
noise mitigation program was implemented for 
houses in the area beginning in 2009. Air 
services have expanded even more with in-
creased flights in the region on new and exist-
ing expanding airlines. GIAA has continued to 
provide consistent service and good facility 
throughout the turbulent history of airline 
mergers. The airport has also adapted to wel-
come Russian tourists when President Obama 
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instructed DHS to allow them to visit Guam 
without a visa in 2014. The airport has kept 
high standards for itself to ensure the safety of 
its patrons and the people of Guam. In 2014, 
the 1st Cycle of the Airport’s Aircraft Rescue 
and Fire Fighting Division was installed. 

While the airport has made major achieve-
ments in the last 40 years, the GIAA leader-
ship continues to look to growth in the future. 
In 2014, they began a capital improvement 
program with plans to further enhance their fa-
cilities that will provide nearly $167 million of 
economic activity into the local economy. I 
look forward to continue working with GIAA to 
ensure that they are provided with federal 
funding to support their future growth and fa-
cilities enhancements. Our airport is a critical 
link in our entire island’s economy. 

Again. I congratulate Antonio B. Won Pat 
Guam International Airport Authority and com-
mend its leadership and all employees for 
their contributions to our local community and 
throughout the Asia-Pacific region. I thank and 
commend all of the GIAA’s tenants and part-
ners for their commitment to the airport and 
the community of Guam. I join the people of 
Guam in recognizing the GIAA on their 40th 
anniversary and I look forward to their future 
contributions and success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HOOSIER 
YOUTH PHILHARMONIC 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Bloomington, Indiana’s 
High School Orchestra, the Hoosier Youth 
Philharmonic. 

I want to congratulate the Hoosier Youth 
Philharmonic on being invited to perform at 
the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. as 
part of the ‘‘2016 Capital Orchestra Festival.’’ 
As a resident of Bloomington. I am particularly 
proud of the High School Orchestra’s achieve-
ments this year. They have worked very hard, 
and merit respect and celebration. 

Accomplishments such as this are achieved 
through diligence and commitment. The Hoo-
sier Youth Philharmonic is one of seven out-
standing North American orchestras invited to 
perform at the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts. in Washington, D.C. On Feb-
ruary 14th, 2016, the Hoosier Youth Phil-
harmonic will perform on the same stage as 
many great American and international artists, 
such as La Scala Opera Company, Yo-Yo Ma, 
and the London Philharmonic Opera. 

I want to commend Music Director, Jane 
Gouker on her successful 36-year tenure as 
the orchestra’s conductor. Mobilizing the 103 
piece student orchestra, replete with instru-
ments, luggage. and chaperones is a hercu-
lean effort, and Director Gouker has executed 
seamlessly. The Hoosier Youth Philharmonic 
serves as an inspiration to many members of 
the community of Bloomington and Hoosiers 
across Southern Indiana. I wish them the best 
of luck as they perform on Sunday, February 
14th at the renowned Kennedy Center. 

IN RECOGNITION OF UNIVISION 
SAN DIEGO’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Univision 
San Diego. 

Founded on February 14, 1989, Univision 
San Diego made its debut by airing the Rose 
Parade on January 1, 1990. On March 15, 
1990, Univision San Diego became a full 
newscast and began presenting local news 
capsules. It has since provided news, sports, 
specials, variety and talk shows to the resi-
dents of San Diego County. Univision San 
Diego has become the premier Spanish-lan-
guage news station in the region. Operating 
under the mantra of ‘‘contigo’’, meaning ‘‘with 
you’’, Univision San Diego focuses on the 
issues that are the most relevant to the His-
panic community: education, health, economy, 
immigration, and the day-to-day impacts of the 
citizens on their communities. Univision San 
Diego’s dedication to the most pressing issues 
attracts an average of a quarter-million view-
ers weekly. 

I would like to send Univision San Diego my 
sincerest congratulations on reaching this im-
portant milestone. 

f 

HONORING CURTIS BEACH 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Curtis Beach, a tremendous athlete from Albu-
querque, New Mexico who has demonstrated 
some of the best qualities an athlete can 
have—sportsmanship, a competitive spirit, and 
the refusal to give up. 

Curtis, the eldest of two children, was born 
on July 22, 1990 to Jeana King-Beach and 
David Beach. At an early age, Curtis proved 
that he was destined to be a runner when he 
was chasing a horse named Lobo. Curtis went 
up to Lobo who promptly ran away, but Curtis 
gave chase, caught up to Lobo who ran off 
again, but Curtis refused to give up and kept 
running after Lobo. This continued for two 
hours without Curtis tiring. 

Curtis also started playing sports when he 
was young, but even then it was clear that his 
main passion was running. When he was five, 
Curtis tried recreational soccer. Jeana fondly 
recalls Curtis running back and forth across 
the field but not pursuing the ball. Jeana told 
him that he should try to score, but Curtis con-
tinued to run. Three years later Curtis joined 
the track club and has not stopped running 
since. 

From 2004–2009, Curtis attended Albu-
querque Academy where he won 17 individual 
New Mexico state high school titles in track 
and field. At the 2009 Great Southwest Clas-
sic in Arcardia Invitational, Curtis set the na-
tional high school decathlon record with 7909 
points. Then, at the National Scholastic Indoor 
Championships in New York, in March 2009, 
Curtis reached 4127 points in the pentathlon, 

winning the championship and ranking second 
all-time in the event. Later that year, he won 
the decathlon at both the Pan American Junior 
Games and the USATF National Junior Cham-
pionships. DyeStat, a prominent track and field 
website, noted that ‘‘[Beach] ends all doubt— 
he is the greatest US high school decathlete 
ever.’’ 

But Curtis was just getting started. Curtis 
enrolled at Duke University where in his fresh-
man year at the 2011 NCAA Men’s Outdoor 
Track and Field Championship, he finished 
second overall in the decathlon. This included 
a time of 3:59.13 in the 1500 meters which 
shattered the previous collegiate record and 
was the second-fastest 1500 meters ever for 
a decathlon. As a sophomore, Curtis finished 
first in the heptathlon at the 2012 NCAA Men’s 
Indoor Track and Field Championship with 
6,138 points. Curtis also broke his own world 
record in the heptathlon 1000 meters with a 
spectacular finish of 2:23.63. Upon graduation, 
Curtis was a two-time All-American in the de-
cathlon and a three-time All-American in the 
heptathlon. 

I would also like to commend the remark-
able sportsmanship that Curtis displayed at 
the 2012 Olympic trials. Curtis had injured his 
elbow, so he lacked the necessary points to 
win the decathlon. But in the final event, the 
1500 meters, Curtis’ friend, Ashton Eaton, had 
an opportunity to set the world record in the 
decathlon. Recognizing this, Curtis paced 
Eaton and then slowed down to allow Ashton 
Eaton to win the event in which he set the 
world record. Not only is Curtis a world class 
athlete, but he is also a true role model. Curtis 
recognized that there is more in sports than 
just winning—team play and sportsmanship 
matter just as much and for this he was 
awarded the International Fair Play Award in 
2012. Curtis also received the Athlete of the 
Year award in 2012 and 2014 from the U.S. 
Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches As-
sociation National Field. 

Now that Curtis’ illustrious college career 
has ended, he has turned pro. In September, 
2014 he moved to Phoenix, Arizona, to train at 
the World Athletic Center with other star ath-
letes from around the world. He made his pro-
fessional debut at 2015 Azusa Pacific Univer-
sity and placed second. A month later, Curtis 
qualified for the Olympic trials which will take 
place later this year in July. If Curtis places in 
the top three he will qualify for the 2016 Olym-
pics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Curtis is a fierce competitor, a tremendous 
athlete, and a rare and true model of sports-
manship. We are lucky to call him our own, 
and it has been a pleasure to watch his many 
victories. I look forward to watching his career 
blossom, and I will be cheering him on as he 
tries out for the 2016 Olympics. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO 
CLARIFY CERTAIN DUE PROCESS 
RIGHTS OF FEDERAL EMPLOY-
EES SERVING IN SENSITIVE PO-
SITIONS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, as hun-
dreds of thousands of our federal workers face 
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uncertainty in wages and work, I rise along 
with my House colleague ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
to introduce a bill to clarify certain due process 
rights of federal employees serving in sen-
sitive positions. Our bill would overturn an un-
precedented federal court decision, Kaplan v. 
Conyers and MSPB, which stripped many fed-
eral employees of the right to independent re-
view of an agency decision removing them 
from a job on grounds of ineligibility. The case 
was brought by two Department of Defense 
(DOD) employees, Rhonda Conyers, an ac-
counting technician, and Devon Northover, a 
commissary management specialist, who were 
permanently demoted and suspended from 
their jobs after they were found to no longer 
be eligible to serve in noncritical sensitive po-
sitions. In 2014, the Supreme Court declined 
to hear the case, which allowed the appeals 
court decision to stand. 

Specifically, the decision prevents federal 
workers who are designated as ‘‘noncritical 
sensitive’’ from appealing to the Merit Systems 
Protection Board (MSPB) if they are removed 
from their jobs. Noncritical sensitive jobs in-
clude those that do not have access to classi-
fied information. The decision would affect at 
least 200,000 DOD employees who are des-
ignated as noncritical sensitive. Even more se-
riously, most federal employees could poten-
tially lose the same right to an independent re-
view of an agency’s decision because of a 
rule by the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) and the Office of the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence (ODNI), which went into ef-
fect in July 2015, that permits agency heads 
to designate most jobs in the federal govern-
ment as noncritical sensitive. 

The Kaplan decision undercuts Title 5, sec-
tion 7701 of the Civil Service Act, which en-
sures due process rights for federal workers 
required by the U.S. Constitution. Stripping 
employees whose work does not involve clas-
sified matters of the right of review of an 
agency decision that removes them from their 
jobs opens entirely new avenues for 
unreviewable, arbitrary action or retaliation by 
an agency head and, in addition, makes a 
mockery of whistleblower protections enacted 
in the 112th Congress. My bill would stop the 
use of ‘‘national security’’ to repeal a vital 
component of civil service protection and of 
due process. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

HONORING CECIL HULSEY 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the outstanding achievements 
and successful career of Cecil Hulsey from 
Farmington, Missouri. After more than sixty 
years of helping friends and neighbors find af-
fordable homes and reliable insurance cov-
erage, Cecil Hulsey has decided to retire at 
the age of ninety. 

As a native of the Farmington area, his de-
votion to his hometown was evident even as 
a young bombardier on a B–29 during World 
War II. Showcasing his salesmanship and 
hometown pride, he convinced his fellow crew 
members to name their plane the ‘‘City of 
Farmington.’’ Stationed in Guam during the 

war, Mr. Hulsey and the ‘‘City of Farmington’’ 
would officially fly 27 missions, once flying five 
missions in nine days. 

After the war, Mr. Hulsey began a career 
selling insurance following a recommendation 
from his family doctor that prompted him to 
interview with a local insurance agent. After 
nine years of exclusive work in the insurance 
field, he entered the real estate business in 
1957. 

Over the years, Mr. Hulsey has been an ac-
tive member of the community not only as a 
businessman, but as a community leader. He 
was a member of the Farmington Chamber of 
Commerce and the Rotary Club, acting as 
secretary for both organizations. His efforts 
even helped to begin the construction of a 
new high school in Farmington. 

For his many contributions to the Farm-
ington community and his personal successes, 
it is my pleasure to recognize Cecil Hulsey be-
fore the United States House of Representa-
tives. 

f 

HONORING JOHN O’BRIEN, PRESI-
DENT OF THE WEST SIDE IRISH 
AMERICAN CLUB 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate John O’Brien, upon the achieve-
ment of twenty years as President of one of 
the premier Irish organizations in America, the 
West Side Irish American Club. 

The West Side Irish American Club exists to 
preserve and promote the rich Irish cultural 
heritage in song, dance, literature, sports and 
traditions. It provides a forum for the enrich-
ment of family and the enhancement of friend-
ships. John O’Brien demonstrates a commit-
ment to the Irish community on a daily basis. 
Service to the Irish community is the founda-
tion of John O’Brien’s endeavors. John 
O’Brien exemplifies the spirit of the WSIA 
member—love of culture and celebration of 
community. 

John O’Brien was born in Kiltoon, County 
Roscommon, Ireland and arrived in North 
America first in Montreal, Canada where he 
met his wife, Eileen. The O’Briens settled in 
Cleveland, Ohio in 1963. They raised four chil-
dren, Noreen, Catherine, Patricia and John Jr. 

John O’Brien was first elected President of 
the West Side Irish American Club in 1995. 
Under his leadership many capital improve-
ments to the facility have been achieved, in-
cluding a new storage building and workshop, 
a beautiful gazebo, conversion to a city water 
and sewer system, complete renovation of the 
Great Hall, addition of the Madison and Abbey 
Rooms, and the upgrade of the football field. 
He also oversees the ‘‘Tuesday Volunteers,’’ 
doing countless maintenance and cleaning 
projects. 

John O’Brien’s dedication, his steady hand 
and his quiet, unassuming demeanor and his 
humility inspire others to participate in club ac-
tivities. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognition 
of John O’Brien for his constant dedication to 
preserving Irish culture and to giving future 
generations of Irish-Americans the gift of 
knowledge of their traditions. 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
LARRY PURDOM IN MISSOURI 
CATTLE BREEDING 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Larry Purdom, for his legacy of success 
and innovation in Missouri dairy cattle breed-
ing. 

Starting in 1957, Larry and his wife Alice 
have cultivated one of the most outstanding 
herds of Holstein dairy cows in Missouri. He 
had his first Grand Champion cow at the Mis-
souri State Fair in 1964, which he repeated in 
1966, 1976, 1977 and 1978. He also had sev-
eral other championships recognized at the 
Ozark Empire Fair, the Missouri Dairyman’s 
Institute, and the Southern National show. In 
the show ring, Larry had 35 cows win All-Mis-
souri honors. 

In addition to his prize winning cows, Larry 
has had an enormous impact on the develop-
ment of Missouri Holstein cattle as among the 
best in the nation. His prize winning bull Sen-
ator Flame was placed in the Carnation Ge-
netics AI stud in 1972, improving many herds 
around the country. Larry has also provided 
bulls for families on farms across Southwest 
Missouri and Northwest Arkansas, helping to 
augment herds where artificial insemination 
was not practicable. 

Larry has also personally received the 2011 
Missouri Dairy Hall of Honors Distinguished 
Dairy Cattle Breeder award, in addition to the 
Missouri Dairy Hall of Honors Dairy Leader-
ship Award in 2002. He served as President of 
the Missouri Dairy Association from 2003– 
2014, and also served on the National Dairy 
Board, as well both the division and corporate 
boards of the Midwest Dairy Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my gratitude and ad-
miration for what Larry Purdom has accom-
plished in his career. His prize winning cattle 
have improved the stock of herds throughout 
the state, as well as helping to establish the 
Missouri Holstein as a premier breed of dairy 
cattle. On behalf of the 7th District, I congratu-
late him on his dedication and his well-earned 
accomplishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LESLEY LEON 
GUERRERO FOR BEING CHOSEN 
AS THE GUAM CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 2015 REINA A. LEDDY 
GUAM YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Lesley Leon Guerrero on being 
selected as the Guam Chamber of Commerce 
2015 Reina A. Leddy Guam Young Profes-
sional of the Year. Lesley was named the 
Guam Young Professional of the Year on Fri-
day, January 15, 2016. She is the Vice Presi-
dent and Director of Customer Service for the 
Bank of Guam where she leads a team dedi-
cated to providing exceptional customer serv-
ice and helping clients achieve financial suc-
cess. 
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Prior to joining the Bank of Guam, Lesley 

spent eight years in public service with the 
Guam Department of Homeland Security and 
the Office of Civil Defense. During her time 
there, she helped lead response and recovery 
efforts during various natural disasters, includ-
ing Typhoon Chata’an and Super Typhoon 
Pongsona. 

Lesley is a 1997 graduate of Notre Dame 
High School in Talofofo, Guam and received 
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Communica-
tions from Chaminade University of Honolulu. 
In December of 2015, Lesley graduated from 
the University of Guam with a Professional 
Master of Business Administration degree. 

Lesley has been a member of the Guam 
Chamber of Commerce Guam Young Profes-
sionals Committee for the last two years. The 
organization seeks to energize, engage and 
empower young professionals to be inspired, 
influential and connected. She has been an 
active member of the organization, helping 
young professionals to recognize the eco-
nomic and social importance of engaging in all 
aspects of our community and region to en-
courage them to become future leaders. Les-
ley was nominated and chosen as the Guam 
Young Professional of the Year from among 
five nominees within the local business com-
munity. 

Additionally to her professional work, Lesley 
actively supports many local non-profit organi-
zations. Lesley is a member of the Lupus 
Awareness Group of Guam which seeks to 
provide advocacy and identify the needs of 
those with Lupus on Guam. She also serves 
as the Board Secretary for Junior Achieve-
ment Guam which is a local organization that 
promotes entrepreneurship to Guam’s youth. 
Lesley is a founding member and Vice Presi-
dent of Let’s Move, a local non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to fighting childhood obesity on 
Guam. 

Again, I extend my congratulations to Lesley 
on being named the Guam Chamber of Com-
merce 2015 Reina A. Leddy Guam Young 
Professional of the Year and I commend her 
for her service and dedication to the people of 
Guam throughout her career. I also extend a 
sincere congratulation to Lesley’s parents, 
Kenny Leon Guerrero and Gil and Connie 
Shinohara. I look forward to her continuing to 
be a role model in our community and work to 
improve our island. 

f 

HONORING MR. GEORGE GRAY 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. George Gray of New Jersey’s 
Third Congressional District, and to express 
my sincerest gratitude to him for his service to 
our nation and commend him as to all of his 
accomplishments, specifically his Congres-
sional Gold Medal. 

Mr. Gray has received a Congressional 
Gold Medal in recognition of his status as a 
Montford Point Marine. This medal is the high-
est civilian honor bestowed by Congress and 
recognizes Mr. Gray as one of the first African 
American Marines to enlist in World War II. 

After enlistment, Mr. Gray was sent to the 
segregated boot camp for African American 

Marines, Montford Point. Conditions were se-
vere and required the utmost mental persever-
ance and will to go on. Mr. Gray was deter-
mined to prove himself as a more than com-
petent Marine. After completing basic training 
at Montford Point, he spent four years at war 
with the 51st Defense Battalion. He fought val-
iantly for our ideals and to assist in liberation 
efforts in the Pacific. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s 
Third Congressional District are tremendously 
proud to have Mr. George Gray as an involved 
member of their community. It is my honor to 
recognize both his personal military accom-
plishments, as well as his contributions to end-
ing segregation in the military, and honorably 
serving and protecting our country in World 
War II, before the United States House of 
Representatives. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA JUDICIAL FINAN-
CIAL TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 
2016 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Judicial Financial 
Transparency Act of 2016, a bill that would 
enhance financial disclosure requirements for 
D.C. Court judges, making them similar to the 
disclosure requirements already in place for 
Article III federal judges. Although current fed-
eral law does require D.C. Superior Court and 
D.C. Court of Appeals judges to file annual fi-
nancial reports, much of the information in-
cluded in those reports remains confidential. 
For example, while judges are required to sub-
mit information about their income, invest-
ments, liabilities, and gifts, current law only 
makes public judges’ connections to charities, 
private organizations, and businesses, and 
honorariums that are more than $300. My bill 
would bring some much-needed transparency 
to the D.C. Courts by making all of this infor-
mation—except for a judge’s personally identi-
fiable information—available for public inspec-
tion. 

This legislation is particularly necessary be-
cause open government advocates have 
found the D.C. Courts to be seriously lacking 
in transparency. In fact, a 2014 survey by the 
Center for Public Integrity that took a com-
prehensive look at each state’s judicial finan-
cial disclosure rules, gave the District a failing 
grade. D.C. Court judges already submit 
enough financial information to improve the 
District’s standing—my bill would make it pub-
lic. 

Only Congress can make these necessary 
changes. I urge my colleagues to support this 
good government bill, to improve transparency 
for judges in the District of Columbia. 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY SHER-
IFF’S DEPUTY SAVES LIFE OF 
MOTORIST 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the heroic actions of San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Asiah Medawar. In 
the early morning hours of January 15, 2016, 
Deputy Medawar was dispatched to a traffic 
collision in Victorville, California. When she ar-
rived on scene, the vehicle was partially en-
gulfed in flames and an unidentified citizen 
was attempting to remove the injured driver. 

Sensing the severity of the situation, Deputy 
Medawar immediately sprang into action and 
was instrumental in dislodging the uncon-
scious driver from underneath the dashboard. 
Deputy Medawar and the unidentified citizen 
dragged the driver away from the vehicle, 
which burst into flames shortly thereafter. The 
driver incurred severe burns to his hand but 
did not suffer life-threatening injuries. 

Because of Deputy Medawar’s selfless ac-
tions, the driver’s life was spared. I want to 
thank Deputy Medawar for her bravery and 
sacrifice on behalf of our High Desert commu-
nity in San Bernardino County. Her actions re-
flect great credit upon the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Department and other law en-
forcement personnel throughout our country. I 
would like to also offer my sincere gratitude to 
the unidentified citizen who assisted Deputy 
Medawar during this heroic event. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,989,803,014,663.70. We’ve 
added $8,362,925,965,750.62 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING JOHNNY FISHMAN 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I along 
with Representative DEUTCH rise today in 
honor of Johnny Fishman on the occasion of 
his Bar Mitzvah. We know that Johnny has 
been eagerly looking forward to this moment, 
and we are honored to share this special day 
with his friends and family. 

As a seventh grader at Pine Crest School, 
Johnny excels in math and science. He is 
known among his peers and teachers for his 
outstanding character, friendliness, and care 
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for others. In addition to his academic pur-
suits, Johnny is driven by his passion for foot-
ball. Johnny has played for three years with 
the MAR–JCC Mo Steel Flag Football Team, 
and last year he participated in the national 
championships. Johnny’s love of sports and 
compassion for others led him to organize a 
sports equipment drive for his Mitzvah project. 
Johnny and his friend, Jake Moss, collected 
new and gently-used sports gear for donation 
to a local children’s charity, thereby expanding 
opportunities for less fortunate children. 

We join together in wishing ‘‘Mazel Tov’’ to 
Johnny. We also wish him every success in 
his promising future as he continues his per-
sonal and academic pursuits. It is with great 
pleasure that we honor him on his special day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD ‘‘RUSTY’’ 
WASHINGTON ROSE III 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning with a sense 
of grief to acknowledge the passing of one of 
the most gracious and giving citizens to have 
ever lived in North Texas. Edward ‘‘Rusty’’ 
Washington Rose III, a philanthropist, a bril-
liant financial genius, a conservationist and 
former owner of the Texas Rangers Baseball 
team has taken his leave. He was 74 years 
old. 

A graduate of the Harvard Business School, 
Mr. Rose donated millions of dollars to worthy 
causes. While giving with an abundant heart, 
he preferred to stay out of the limelight. For 
him, it was enough to know that he had 
helped someone or that his giving had en-
riched the city of Dallas, culturally, socially and 
economically. 

Ten years ago. Mr. Rose, his wife. Deedie, 
and two other Dallas couples donated portions 
of their personal art collections to the Dallas 
Museum of Art. The bequest was valued at 
$25 million. 

The couples agreed that at their deaths, 
their extensively valuable art collections would 
be given to the museum. Among his personal 
donations was a $10 million gift to assist in 
building the AT&T Performing Arts Center in 
Dallas which has become the anchor of cul-
tural activity in North Texas. 

In many respects Mr. Rose was a simple 
man. His major passion was bird watching, an 
activity he began as a young boy. On his 
ranch he created a bird sanctuary and wet-
lands. Often, he invited friends and colleagues 
to join him as the birds he had cared for 
soared skyward and migrated to the North. 

Mr. Speaker, like the birds he nurtured, Mr. 
Rose possessed a mind, a character and a 
spirit that took flight and soared beyond the 
sky. My condolences go out to his wife, chil-
dren and grandchild. The people of North 
Texas were blessed that he chose to walk and 
work amongst us. 

RECOGNIZING THE GREATER COM-
MUNITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH ON 25 YEARS OF WOR-
SHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Greater Community Missionary 
Baptist Church on their 25 years of worship 
and fellowship in Arlington, Texas and the sur-
rounding community. 

The founding congregants of Greater Com-
munity MBC heard their call to worship in 
1991. Reverend Kennedy Jones first led a 
group of twenty-two founding members and 
began holding services at the Harvest Time 
Church on Cooper Street in Arlington. Begin-
ning with a single Sunday afternoon service, 
the Greater Community family quickly outgrew 
its original location. During its first year, Great-
er Community MBC purchased the property 
where the church now resides at 126 East 
Park Row. 

Construction on the new church was com-
pleted in 1993. The then 60 member strong 
congregation moved into its new building and 
continued to grow rapidly. By the end of 1996, 
there were 300 regular members, three choirs, 
a whole host of new deacons and the seeds 
of some of the Arlington community’s most ef-
fective ministries were planted. 

From its humble beginnings as a small 
church with a single afternoon service, Greater 
Community Missionary Baptist Church now 
holds three separate services at both their 
east and west campuses, and is home to over 
1500 members. With their expanded ministry 
offerings, Greater Community continues to 
serve the Arlington community in a variety of 
ways. 

Greater Community Missionary Baptist 
Church has maintained its commitment to 
growing its ministry through works of love and 
service. As described in Ephesians 4:12, 
Greater Community Missionary Baptist Church 
has been and will continue ‘‘to equip His peo-
ple for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up.’’ 

In honor of Greater Community Missionary 
Baptist Church and its 25 years of service to 
the Arlington community, this statement will be 
submitted on Monday, February 1, 2016. 

f 

THE FAIRNESS TO UNITED 
STATES DISTANT WATER FISH-
ERMEN ACT OF 2016 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, for 28 years the 
United States has been a party to the Treaty 
on Fisheries Between the Governments of 
Certain Pacific Island States and the Govern-
ment of the United States of America. At the 
time of its development, the Treaty resolved 
maritime boundary disputes and secured ac-
cess for United States fishermen to tuna 
stocks wherever they migrated beyond the 
coastal waters of Pacific Island nations. To 
provide such access, multi-year fishing agree-

ments were established, where vessel owners 
could pay for a license to access the Treaty 
area, roughly ten million square miles of the 
South Pacific Ocean. 

In addition to the industry license payments, 
the Treaty includes a related Economic Assist-
ance Agreement between the United States 
and the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agen-
cy. The economic assistance usually ran in 
conjunction with the multi-year fishing agree-
ment. Up until 2013, when a 10-year Eco-
nomic Assistance Agreement of $21 million a 
year was adopted. It is important to stress that 
the economic assistance does not occur on its 
own; it has always been tied to United States 
fishermen fishing in the Treaty area. 

Multi-year fishing agreements were fairly 
stable under the Treaty for the first 25 years, 
with the last 10-year agreement expiring in 
2013. Since then, the United States and the 
Island nations have only been able to agree 
on annual agreements, the last few being det-
rimental to United States-flag vessels due to 
lower tuna prices and payment for unused 
fishing days causing economic hardship. The 
most recent nonbinding agreement was devel-
oped in August 2015, and has been under 
month’s long discussion between the Depart-
ment of State and the Pacific Island Forum 
Fisheries Agency regarding the final number 
of fishing days the United States and its indus-
try will be paying for in 2016. 

Since January 1, 2016, United States-flag 
vessels have been banned from the Treaty 
fishing area, even though the United States 
Government paid $21 million in economic as-
sistance in June 2015, which covers through 
June 2016. Thirty-seven United States-flag 
vessels are impacted by the ban and are los-
ing money every day the vessels are tied up. 
The impact on the United States-flag fleet can-
not be minimized. The viability of these United 
States companies and American jobs are at 
stake. 

For that reason, I am introducing the Fair-
ness to United States Distant Water Fisher-
men Act of 2016. The bill would prohibit the 
United States Government from providing eco-
nomic assistance payments to the Pacific Is-
land Forum Fisheries Agency, when there is 
no Treaty agreement allowing United States- 
flag vessels access to the Treaty area. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL WALTER 
L. MCCREARY, USAF (RETIRED) 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the life of Lieutenant Colonel 
Walter L. McCreary, USAF (Retired), for his 
bravery and service to this nation. 

Lt. Col. McCreary served this nation as one 
of the original Tuskegee Airmen and in a time 
of deep racial division, when many of the very 
citizens he defended would see him treated as 
a second-class citizen. It is in part because of 
the determined perseverance and success of 
the Tuskegee Airmen as the most efficient 
fighter group in the 15th Air Force that Presi-
dent Harry Truman integrated all branches of 
the armed forces in 1948. 

Lt. Col. McCreary entered the Civilian Pilot 
Training Program in 1941 and flew a Waco bi-
plane. He joined the Tuskegee program as a 
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cadet the next year. He earned his military 
wings after nine months of training, in March 
1943 as a second lieutenant. In his 89 mis-
sions as a fighter pilot and as part of the 
100th Fighter Squadron, 332nd Fighter Group 
he flew over France, Germany, Italy, Austria, 
Romania, Greece, Hungary, and Yugoslavia. 

It was in 1944 during a strafing mission over 
Lake Balaton in Romania that he took flak 
from German anti-aircraft artillery, ultimately 
parachuting to the ground before being turned 
over by local farmers to the German military. 
He was transferred to Stalag Luft III, a pris-
oner of war camp specifically designated for 
airmen. He was liberated from the camp along 
with all other prisoners in May 1945. 

Lt. Col. McCreary returned home from his 
time as a prisoner of war in Germany and 
continued his service within the armed forces 
for nearly two more decades. His commitment 
and the historic contributions of the Tuskegee 
Airmen in the face of institutionalized discrimi-
nation were recognized in 2007 with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me once more in recognizing the extraordinary 
contributions of Lt. Col. Walter McCreary. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
January 6, 2016, I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted as fol-
lows: 

On roll call no. 2, 3, 4 and 5, I would have 
voted YES. 

On January 7, 2016, I was unavoidably de-
tained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: 

On roll call no. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18 and 19, I would have voted NO. On 
roll call no. 12 and 20, I would have voted 
YES. 

On January 8, 2016, I was unavoidably de-
tained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: 

On roll call no. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 31 and 32, I would have voted NO. On roll 
call no. 21, 22 and 33, I would have voted 
YES. 

On January 11, 2016, I was unavoidably de-
tained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: 

On roll call no. 34 and 35, I would have 
voted YES. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. ISABEL OPORT 
NEIDIG 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mrs. Isabel Oport Neidig. On February 
5, Mrs. Neidig will celebrate her 100th birth-
day. 

Born in Morelia, Mrs. Neidig saw the height 
of the Mexican Revolution. Her parents chose 
to leave Mexico shortly after her birth and 
moved to the United States. 

At the age of 15, Mrs. Neidig moved back 
to Mexico where she pursued her passion for 
education. She taught elementary and middle 
school students, and played a critical role in 
having a high school built in Jojutla. She was 
the only bilingual teacher and referred to, by 
both students and parents, as ‘‘La Teacher’’. It 
is the hard work Mrs. Neidig embodies daily 
that makes America exceptional. She has 
shown true leadership in her profession and 
community. 

Mrs. Neidig went on to marry Edward Wil-
liam Neidig and had two sons, Andres and 
David. She left Jojutla in 1962 for Colorado, 
where she still lives. On behalf of the 4th Con-
gressional District of Colorado, I extend my 
best wishes to Mrs. Neidig as she celebrates 
her birthday. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Mrs. Neidig. 

f 

IN MEMORIAM DON W. STRAUCH 
JR. APRIL 8, 1926—JANUARY 11, 2016 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember Don W. Strauch Jr. (Mayor 
Strauch), Mayor of Mesa, AZ from 1980–1984, 
Mesa City Council Member from 1972–1978 
and Arizona State Representative from 1987– 
1988. In 2003, Mayor Strauch was inducted 
into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame for his 
service in the U.S. Army during World War II, 
his work with the American Legion, VFW, and 
his contributions as a civic leader. 

Mayor Strauch was instrumental in creating 
the Mesa that we know today. He launched 
the Mesa Sister Cities program and cham-
pioned the proposed Mesa Arts Center; he 
broke down walls of discrimination and ad-
vanced civil rights throughout Mesa and Ari-
zona. His negotiations with McDonnell Doug-
las (now Boeing) convinced the company to 
locate in Mesa. Mesa Fire and Medical is a 
model of efficiency and innovation today be-
cause of the groundwork that Mayor Strauch 
did during his time as mayor. He saw Mesa li-
braries as a vital community asset and worked 
to improve them. 

Mayor Strauch’s optimism, pragmatism and 
sincere belief in the greatness of Mesa and its 
citizens were always at the center of his work. 
He had the strength to put partisan issues 
aside and work with a diverse group of com-
munity partners during an important time in 
Mesa’s growth. His humility and pragmatism 
are leadership examples that we can all learn 
from in our work as Members of Congress. 

Mayor Strauch died on January 11, 2016 
after complications from a fall. He leaves be-
hind his beloved wife Chris, his partner in all 
things for over 66 years, his daughter Christy 
and a large and loving family. Members, 
please join me in extending condolences to 
Mayor Strauch’s family and the City of Mesa 
on the inconsolable loss of this extraordinary 
man. Mayor Strauch will be dearly missed and 
fondly remembered by everyone whose life 
was made better because of his selfless con-
tributions. 

COACH JOSEPH—COACH OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Katy High School’s head football 
coach, Gary Joseph, for being named 
MaxPreps National Football Coach of the 
Year. 

Gary Joseph has been with Katy High 
School for 34 years, 22 of those years as as-
sistant head coach and defensive coordinator 
and the last 12 as head coach. Coach Joseph 
started his coaching career at Luling High 
School, where he coached the Luling football 
program to its first district championship in 
over 20 years. This season, he led Katy to 
16–0 and its eighth state championship. 
Coach Joseph’s career record stands at 168– 
14 with 11 district titles and four state titles 
with the Katy Tigers. We are extremely proud 
of Coach Joseph and his team. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Coach Gary Joseph for all of his success 
and hard work. 

f 

HONORING THE WASKOM HIGH 
SCHOOL WILDCATS, 2015 3-A, DIV 
II TEXAS STATE FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONS 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I recognize today the great accom-
plishment of the Waskom Wildcats football 
team, a team which—for the second year in a 
row—has captured the title of Class 3A Divi-
sion II Texas State Football Champions. 

The Wildcats’ winning season culminated 
with their thirty-first consecutive win, a stellar 
streak they began during their 2014 champion-
ship season. Waskom ended this 2015 season 
undefeated with a perfect 16–0 record. 

The Waskom Wildcats were eager for a re-
match with the only team to beat them in the 
prior season, and began their run to the title 
by toppling a talented team from Center with 
a 34–22 victory. Equally satisfying victories fol-
lowed, as the Wildcats pounced on teams 
from all over east Texas in their quest to se-
cure a spot in the championship. 

The state championship game found the 
Waskom Wildcats in a tangle with the Franklin 
Lions. The Wildcats rallied from an early def-
icit to take the lead at halftime, then a drive to 
a second consecutive state championship with 
a decisive 33–21 final score. 

The life lessons learned about teamwork 
and discipline will no doubt improve every par-
ticipant in immeasurable ways. 

My heartfelt congratulations are extended to 
Athletic Director and Head Football Coach 
Whitney Keeling and his staff including Coach-
es Jeremy Kubiak, Greg Pearson, Gary Wil-
son, Jeff Lyles, Vencent Lee, David 
Higginbotham, Matt Goode, Justin Watson, 
Frank Crisp, Joe Williams, and Lorenza Thom-
as; also, Managers Isaac Irving, Cameron 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:58 Feb 02, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A01FE8.039 E01FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE86 February 1, 2016 
Williamson, Trey Jones, Zach Grubbs, Taylor 
Minatrea, Lamontre Stephens, and Athletic 
Trainer Matt Dyson. 

The players themselves who prepared dili-
gently enduring through strains, pains, and 
grueling practices and emerged again as 
champions included Tramaine Butler, Keileon 
Johnson, Tay Green, Jaire Jackson, Pedro 
Rodriguez, Keylon Johnson, Kaleb Haynes, 
Eric Stephens III, Kevy Luster, Lucas Norton, 
Logan Hughes, Dylan Harkrider, Jason Jinks, 
Chan Amie, Latavius Stephens, TK Hamilton, 
Mike Reason, Jacob Reeves, Tramel Butler, 
Chris Pacheco, Kyle Mcinnis, Chris Stafford, 
Victor Tapia, Bryan Holland, Vicente Segura, 
Dalton Adams, Brighton Harris, Morgan 
Browning, Bradley Cochran, Dylan Powell, 
Logan O’Connor, Christian Smith, Xzavian 
Russell, Jack Smith, Josh Mauldin, Ashton 
Thulen, Jacob Bennett, Rowdy Martin, Cody 
Kyker, Kevin Sanford, Raymond Ramirez, 
Jacob Norris, Ty Carter, Hunter Johnson, Jay 
Reeves, Josh Cole, and K.T. Ceaser. 

A team and its coaches cannot soar to the 
heights of champions without the encourage-
ment and full support of the school itself start-
ing at the top with Superintendent Jimmy E. 
Cox and Principal Kassie Watson, to whom a 
debt of gratitude is also owed. Additional laud-
atory acclaim and gratitude must also go to 
the entire city of Waskom which once again 
revealed itself to be a tight knit community of 
undying support for the champion Wildcats. 

May God continue to bless these young 
people, their families, friends and all those 
who refer to Waskom as their home. It is a 
tremendous honor to congratulate the 2015 
State Champion Waskom Wildcats, as their 
legacy is now preserved in the United States 
Congressional Record which will endure as 
long as there is a United States of America. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FRESH 
START ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Fresh Start Act, a bill I reintro-
duced earlier today. 

If enacted, it would allow certain individuals 
who have been convicted of nonviolent of-
fenses, have paid their debt to society, and 
are now law-abiding members of the commu-
nity to petition courts to have their nonviolent 
conviction expunged from their records. 

A criminal record, even for a minor, non-
violent offense, can pose a barrier to employ-
ment, education and housing opportunities— 
the very things necessary to start one’s life 
over. 

This is not only bad for rehabilitated offend-
ers, it is bad for their families and for the com-
munity in which they live. 

The Fresh Start Act would give nonviolent 
offenders a chance to start over again, a 
chance to become productive members of so-
ciety. 

The bill allows offenders to apply for 
expungement to the court where they were 
sentenced and allows the United States Attor-
ney for that District to submit recommenda-
tions to the court. Applicants who are denied 
could reapply once every two years. Once 

seven years have elapsed since an offender 
has completed their sentence, expungement 
would be automatically granted. However, sex 
offenders and those who commit crimes caus-
ing a loss of over $25,000 would not be eligi-
ble for automatic expungement. 

Finally, the bill would also encourage states 
to pass their own expungement laws for state 
offenses. States that pass a substantially simi-
lar law would receive a 5 percent increase in 
their Byrne funding while those that do not 
would lose 5 percent of their Byrne funds. 

It is one thing to convict someone of a non-
violent crime. It is quite another to condemn 
him to a de facto life sentence for it. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 2016 NA-
TIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
WEEK 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize Catholic schools and parishes within Cen-
tral Illinois and across the country as we cele-
brate National Catholic Schools Week. Paro-
chial education holds a special place in Amer-
ican history as a long established alternative 
for parents who desire a religious component 
to their child’s education. As part of this tradi-
tion, every year starting on the last Sunday of 
January, Catholic schools all across the nation 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week. 

There are 6,568 Catholic schools in the 
United States including both elementary and 
secondary schools that serve urban, suburban 
and rural communities. Catholic school grad-
uation rates are over 99 percent and of those 
graduating students, 85.7 percent attend col-
lege. My home state of Illinois is one of the 
top ten states in the country with the highest 
enrollment in Catholic schools and my district 
is home to 28 Catholic schools that will be 
participating in activities throughout the week. 

I myself am a proud graduate of Catholic 
grade school, high school, and college and the 
religious values I learned through my Catholic 
education have stayed with me throughout my 
life. Additionally, my wife and I and our three 
sons are current parishioners at St. Vincent de 
Paul parish in Peoria and our boys attend 
school there. I am so thankful for my edu-
cation and that America is a country where 
families have the freedom and choice to send 
their children to a Catholic or other parochial 
school. 

This year’s theme for Catholic Schools 
Week is ‘‘Catholic Schools: Communities of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service.’’ Students, 
teachers, parishioners, and clergy from across 
America will celebrate together as a commu-
nity, recognizing God’s mission through the 
pillars of faith, knowledge and service, as well 
as promoting the Church’s values of volun-
teering, vocations and family. During National 
Catholic Schools Week, I am pleased to high-
light the Catholic educational system and look 
forward to many more years of continued suc-
cess and celebration. 

FORT BEND PROMISE CEMENTS 
ITS COMMITMENT 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late the Fort Bend Promise Center on building 
a new and impressive 4,000-square-foot facil-
ity to serve the homeless. 

When the Fort Bend program opened 10 
years ago, it was originally located at the New 
Hope Lutheran Church. Now, their newly 
opened, community-funded center is a place 
where families can come fulfill day to day ac-
tivities and utilize available programs including 
counseling and support. In the last five years 
alone, the Fort Bend program has helped 194 
families in our community. Our community is 
so thankful for all of the work the Fort Bend 
Center is doing for our neighbors in need. The 
compassion and dedication expressed through 
Fort Bend Promise defines the compassion of 
all Texans. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Fort Bend Promise Center on their new 
facility. Thank you for providing support to the 
lives of so many families here in Fort Bend 
County. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS ANTHONY 
THOMAS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Lake Elsinore, California are exceptional. 
On Saturday, January 23, 2016, Tom Thomas 
received the Citizen of the Year award from 
the Lake Elsinore Chamber of Commerce. 

Tom was born and raised just over the 
Cleveland National Forest in Orange County, 
where he graduated from Newport Harbor 
High School. After high school, Tom earned 
his Associate Degree from Orange Coast Col-
lege and then attended Cal-State Fullerton be-
fore he became interested in working at the 
TV studios of Newport Cablevision. That job 
was the start of a lifelong attraction to the 
cable television business and a career that 
would take Tom to Alaska, New York and all 
around the country. Tom eventually planted 
his roots in Lake Elsinore and ended up living 
at the ‘‘ranch’’ on the Ortega’s along with his 
wife, Dee. Tom and Dee have been married 
for 33 years and their adult son, Matt, cur-
rently resides in Sacramento. 

In Lake Elsinore, Tom dedicated himself to 
the community by serving multiple years on 
the Lake Elsinore Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Board, including two terms as Presi-
dent, as well as almost 15 years with the Lake 
Elsinore Rotary Club, where he also served 
twice as President. Tom has served on the 
Lake Elsinore Unified School District Board of 
Trustees since 2004 and as Executive Director 
of Cops for Kids at the Lake Elsinore Sheriff’s 
station. In recognition of his selfless service to 
his community, Tom has been recognized with 
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many awards, including the Lake Elsinore Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce John Packman 
Memorial Award Winner in 1988, and being 
named the Boy Scouts Distinguished Citizen 
in 2007. 

In light of all that Tom Thomas has done for 
the community of Lake Elsinore, Riverside 
County and the Lake Elsinore Chamber of 
Commerce, it is only fitting to name him as 
Citizen of the Year. Through his involvement 
and dedication, Tom has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of our community. 
On behalf of the 42nd Congressional District, 
I want to express my appreciation and pride in 
Tom on this special occasion. I add my voice 
to the many who paid tribute to Tom for re-
ceiving the Citizen of the Year award from the 
Lake Elsinore Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STEPHEN J. 
PRINGLE 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of Stephen J. Pringle, 
Associate Director of Government Affairs for 
Texas Farm Bureau. 

Mr. Pringle was born on the 5th of May, 
1949 in Marlin, Texas. He was raised in Hill 
County where he attended Hubbard High 
School. He then received his Bachelor’s de-
gree in Business Administration from Texas 
A&M University and upon graduation, served 
as a 1st Lieutenant in the U.S. Army at the 
Explosive Ordinance Disposal Depot in Indian 
Head, Maryland. 

Mr. Pringle’s passion for agriculture began 
in 1973, when he served as a staff member to 
the United States House Committee on Agri-
culture. While working for the committee he 
had the honor of attending the World Food 
Conference in Rome and was present on the 
House floor during the swearing in of Vice- 
President, Gerald Ford. After leaving the com-
mittee, Mr. Pringle worked as an assistant to 
the President of Texas A&M, served as State 
Executive Director of the Agricultural Stabiliza-
tion and Conservation Service, and worked at 
the International Association of Drilling Con-
tractors in Houston. 

From there, Mr. Pringle went on to spend 26 
years at the Texas Farm Bureau where he 
worked tirelessly to support and protect the 
livelihoods of Texas’ many farmers and ranch-
ers. Mr. Pringle also built lasting relationships 
with countless members of Congress and the 
Texas Legislature during his tenure at the 
Texas Farm Bureau and it was a privilege to 
work with him. 

Over the course of his career, he has also 
been involved in his local community. He 
served as President of his local Texas A&M 
Alumni Association, President and Board 
Member of the Waco Camp Fire Organization, 
served on the original Waco Education Asso-
ciation, and has been active in the Govern-
ment Relations Council for the Houston Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

In addition to his many accomplishments, 
Mr. Pringle is a proud husband and father. He 
has been happily married to his wife Linda for 
forty years and their daughter, Lara, has 
grown up to be a successful attorney in Hous-
ton, Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to celebrate the work of my friend 
Stephen J. Pringle. His passion and commit-
ment to the farmers and ranchers of Texas will 
long be remembered and I congratulate him 
on his retirement. 

f 

NEEDVILLE HIGH SCHOOL FFA 
WINS BIG 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Needville High School’s Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) livestock judging 
team who recently won Reserve Grand Na-
tional Champion at the Western National 
Roundup in Denver. 

The team, comprised of Kutter Korczynski, 
Myles Hackstedt, Craig Todd and Ty Thomas, 
competed against other teams from around 
the country in the livestock judging contest. 
The teammates evaluated and ranked 40 dif-
ferent animals in 10 classes. After evaluating 
the livestock, the team had to prepare a series 
of speeches to explain their evaluations. This 
is a great victory for their agriculture science 
teacher, Michael Poe, and the rest of the Blue 
Jay community. We are excited to see them 
represent Texas at the world competition in 
Scotland. 

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty- 
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to the Needville High live-
stock judging team. They have made the com-
munity proud. 

f 

THE NEED TO TAKE ACTION TO 
ENSURE THAT ASSETS OF NA-
TIONAL BANKS IN CIS COUN-
TRIES ARE NOT USED TO BEN-
EFIT TERRORIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my concerns about the bank-
ing industry in former CIS countries involving 
a bank in Latvia, ABLV. I have learned that 
ABLV was found to have not engaged in any 
activity regarding the Government of Moldova 
and/or activities related to the misappropriation 
of government funds and that there has been 
a thorough investigation of this matter and 
ABLV was not implicated in any wrongdoing 
with regard to this or any other matter in 
Moldova. 

In Moldova more than $1 billion was stolen 
from the Moldovan national treasury and a 
large portion of that money appears to have 
ended up in EU banks in Latvia. 

I still call upon the Administration and the 
Congress to investigate whether assets of the 
other national banks of countries of the former 
Soviet Union are not being plundered and 
used, knowingly or unknowingly, to benefit ter-
rorist organizations. 

BIG TIME GROWTH FOR HOUSTON 
MARINERS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate San Jacinto College for their suc-
cess in opening a new 45,000 square-foot 
maritime training center. 

San Jacinto College sits next to the Port of 
Houston, which gives students prime oppor-
tunity to further their maritime career through 
interaction with community and industry part-
ners. With its history dating back to the 1960s, 
San Jacinto College is now home to almost 
30,000 students across 3 campuses and 12 
extension centers. The new maritime training 
center is an excellent addition to their already 
successful campuses. This new facility con-
tains three ship simulators, an engineering 
room with hydraulics, a swimming pool, and 
much more. San Jacinto College is a great 
place for students to grow and to develop crit-
ical education and workforce skills. We’re 
proud of the many opportunities it offers to 
students in the Houston area. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to San 
Jacinto College for their new training center. 
We can’t wait to see what happens next. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
13, 2016, I was unavoidably detained and 
missed the vote on the Iran Terror Finance 
Transparency Act (H.R. 3662). Had I been 
present for the vote, roll call vote number 44, 
I would have voted no. 

f 

NATURALLY BECK BUILDS TO 
SUCCESS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Beck Junior High Robotics 
team, Naturally Beck, for winning the Katy 
Qualifier Robotics Tournament. This achieve-
ment allowed them to advance to the For In-
spiration and Recognition of Science and 
Technology (FIRST) LEGO League Cham-
pionship in Stafford, Texas. 

Naturally Beck, won the first place cham-
pionship for the second year in a row, defeat-
ing 23 other teams from all over Houston at 
the Katy tournament. The Naturally Beck team 
consists of five members and two mentors for 
the 2015–2016 roster. Students competing at 
the FIRST LEGO League really put their engi-
neering skills to the test by using LEGO 
Mindstorms NXT technologies to craft the per-
fect robot for research purposes. This year, 
Naturally Beck’s research project consisted of 
an inventive solution to address the way the 
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community handles its trash. Congratulations 
to all of Naturally Beck’s team members and 
mentors for their victory. We are proud of the 
hard work they have accomplished and wish 
them luck in the future competitions. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Beck Jr. High team for advancing to the 
FIRST LEGO League Championship. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 2, 2016 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
FEBRUARY 3 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine an inde-
pendent perspective of United States 
defense policy in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine the Stream 

Protection Rule, focusing on impacts 
on the environment and implications 
for Endangered Species Act and Clean 
Water Act implementation. 

SD–406 
10 a.m. 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine spending on 

unauthorized programs. 
SD–608 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine strains on 

the European Union, focusing on impli-
cations for American foreign policy. 

SD–419 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine Canada’s 

fast-track refugee plan, focusing on im-
plications for United States national 
security. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the need for 
transparency in the asbestos trusts. 

SD–226 

2:15 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

Business meeting to consider S. 1125, to 
authorize and implement the water 
rights compact among the Blackfeet 
Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reserva-
tion, the State of Montana, and the 
United States, and S. 1983, to authorize 
the Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission 
Indians Water Rights Settlement; to be 
immediately followed by an oversight 
hearing to examine the substandard 
quality of Indian health care in the 
Great Plains. 

SH–216 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
To hold closed hearings to examine 

counterterrorism strategy, focusing on 
understanding ISIL. 

SVC–217 

FEBRUARY 4 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the situa-
tion in Afghanistan. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Mary Katherine Wakefield, of 
North Dakota, to be Deputy Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, Andrew 
LaMont Eanes, of Kansas, to be Deputy 
Commissioner of Social Security for 
the term expiring January 19, 2019, and 
Elizabeth Ann Copeland, of Texas, and 
Vik Edwin Stoll, of Missouri, both to 
be a Judge of the United States Tax 
Court for a term of fifteen years. 

SD–215 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Beth F. Cobert, of California, to 
be Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management for a term of four years. 

SD–342 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Communications, Tech-
nology, Innovation, and the Internet 

To hold hearings to examine ensuring 
intermodal Universal Service Fund 
support for rural America. 

SR–253 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 247, to 
amend section 349 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to deem specified 
activities in support of terrorism as re-
nunciation of United States nation-
ality, S. 483, to improve enforcement 
efforts related to prescription drug di-
version and abuse, and S. 524, to au-
thorize the Attorney General to award 
grants to address the national 
epidemics of prescription opioid abuse 
and heroin use. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SH–219 

FEBRUARY 8 

4 p.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To receive a closed briefing on the way 
forward in Syria and Iraq. 

SVC–217 

FEBRUARY 9 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine Department 
of Defense nuclear acquisition pro-
grams and the nuclear doctrine in re-
view of the defense authorization re-
quest for fiscal year 2017 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SR–232A 

FEBRUARY 11 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the Na-
tional Commission on the Future of 
the United States Army in review of 
the Defense Authorization Request for 
Fiscal Year 2017 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SD–G50 

FEBRUARY 23 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of the 
Interior. 

SD–366 

MARCH 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance, 

and Investment 
To hold hearings to examine regulatory 

reforms to improve equity market 
structure. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of En-
ergy. 

SD–366 

MARCH 8 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Forest Service. 

SD–366 

POSTPONEMENTS 

FEBRUARY 4 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine energy-re-

lated trends in advanced manufac-
turing and workforce development. 

SD–366 
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